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Pack a lunch.
Though I’ve been out of school for a few year
years, I
still find myself packing a lunch. Whether in the
office over the lunch hour or at a park between
visits, I have packed a share of lunches as of late.
Now true, they do look different than in the past.
No more Lunchables or Hi-C
C Orange but I find
even
ven as an adult that some things don’t change, my
tummy will start to make obnoxious noises if I miss
lunch just like when I was in middle school
school.
September marks the beginning of our Sunday
School and Confirmation classes. Although these
classes at Esther
er are geared towards a specific age
group, what the classes try to accomplish is still
relevant for us. We need to keep digesting the
Bible, faith-filled
filled conversations, and participate in a
faith community in order to be healthy disciples of
Jesus.
In July, I was able to attend the Triennial Gather
Gathering
of the Women of the ELCA. I had the opportunity
to worship with over 2,300 people. The
opportunity to hear pastor and comedian, Susan
Sparks speak about how humor draws us together.
To hear Becca Stevens,
ens, an Episcopal priest, a
victim- now survivor of abuse speak about how she
gave up her pastorate to help women caught in
violence, prostitution, addiction break out of the
cycles and start life anew. So many workshops.
So many resources. So much information,
formation, aall
shared with women whose ages ranged from pre
preteen to in their nineties. The experience fed my
soul and showed me once again that when gathered
together we can make a big impact on our world
world.
The experience was also a reminder that learning in
Sunday School and Confirmation is just a start to a
life of learning.
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So, I invite you to pack your lunch. To take a
moment. Take a deep breath and ask “What feeds
my faith?”
Is it God’s creation? It is reading scripture? Is it
chatting with someone
ne about deep questions?
Sharing stories?
Take time. Make time, to load up what feeds you.
Maybe a verse scribbled next to your calendar or a
walk after coming home from work to think or pray.
These give us something to draw on when we are on
the go. So load
oad up. Pack a lunch because a week, a
month, and years of being a disciple of Jesus lay
ahead of us. And you wouldn’t want to get hungry!
United in Christ,
Pastor Jeanette
Resources to Feast On:
Books:
Laugh Your Way to Grace: Reclaiming Humor in
the Spiritual Path by Susan Sparks
Snake Oil by Becca Stevens
Online:
Bold Café- geared towards young women this
online blog offers devotions, podcasts, and
resources.
http://www.boldcafe.org/blog/faith-reflections
http://www.boldcafe.org/blog/faith
Enter the Bible- Questions about the Bible
Bib a great
way to explore. Enterthebible.org
Living Lutheran- Why pray to God if God is all
knowing? Why are there so many denominations?
Responses to these questions and more on life as a
Lutheran: http://www.elca.org/Living-Lutheran
http://www.elca.org/Living
What is the Bible to someone who is ELCA?ELCA Short
summary: http://www.elca.org/Faith/ELCAhttp://www.elca.org/Faith/ELCA
Teaching/Scripture-Creeds-Confessions

Looking for a bath and body gift for someone while
changing the world? Help women break out of
cycles of violence, prostitution, and addition by
supporting this non-profit maker of home and body
products begun by Becca Stevens.
http://thistlefarms.org/

In Our Prayers
Myrtle Arvidson
Al Fyrhie
Jayne Arvidson
Jennifer Bidne
Marcella Braun
Rod Piepho
Ed Tasler

Sister of Pastor Jeanette
Grandmother of
Pastor Jeanette
Friend of our congregation
Father of Jayne Arvidson

Barb Hoyhtya

Friend of Dick & Luella
Thom
Family of Reinhold Streich
Father & Grandfather of Marge & Erica Nelson
Family of Roman Koep Friend of the congregaion
Family of Livia Weibye Friend of Dick &
Luella Thom

The arrative Lectionary
Beginning on September 7th, we will begin our
journey through the Bible using the second cycle of
the Narrative Lectionary. The Narrative Lectionary
begins with Genesis and works its way through the
Bible covering major turning points and full scope
of the narrative. Last year was our first year using
the Narrative Lectionary and this year we will cover
major stories and some we may have missed!
ote: During the season of Pentecost our
‘Pentecost Bags’ will be used to collect prayer
requests. Please feel free to bring a prayer request
either represented by an item (e.g. a wedding invite
to pray for newlyweds) or written on a piece of
paper and place in the bag.

Our Church Calendar
ote: Sunday School will sing each second Sunday

oisy Offering will be taken each third Sunday:
Loose change gathered goes toward VBS costs and
God’s Global Barnyard
August 31st - 12th Sunday after Pentecost
Liturgical Color: Green
The Book of Ruth: Part 4
Ruth 4:1-22
September 7th -13th Sunday after Pentecost
SUDAY SCHOOL BEGIS!
Flood and Promise
Genesis 6:16-22; 9:8-15
September 14th - 14th Sunday after Pentecost
Second Sunday and Sunday School Sings in
Worship
Call of Abraham
Genesis 12:1-9
September 21st - 15th Sunday after Pentecost
GOD’S WORK, OUR HADS SUDAY
Join us for lunch and a service project at Luther
Crest
Joseph in Prison
Genesis 39:1-23
September 28th - 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Rescue at the Sea
Exodus 14:10-14, 21-29
October 5th - 17th Sunday after Pentecost
Covenant and Commandments
Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17

Congregational Movie ight with the
Confirmation Class -Tentatively scheduled for
October 22nd
Esther Sunday School Christmas ProgramDecember 13th
Traveling Christmas Program December 14th –
After a brief devotion Sunday morning. All are
invited to hop on a bus this and participate in a

traveling Christmas program to area care centers.
All ages are welcome and a variety of parts from
speaking, to choir members, to sitting with residents
are needed. More information to come.

August Financial Report
Checking: $542.37
Contributions needed based on budget:
$ 69, 206.00
$ 55,817.10

Actual Contributions
Budget Shortfall:

$ -13,388.90

Birthday Fellowship: Wibur & Colleen Burquest
Tom Burquest familu
Mark Wehking family

9/2 Audrey Arvidson
9/3 Kathryn Burquest
9/5 Brooklyn McPhail
9/6 David Haase
9/9 Christy Hart
9/14 Russell Higgs
9/15 Brady Arvidson
9/18 Derek Hart
9/18 Orran Hart
9/18 Dylan Lewis
9/20 Jeremy Arvidson
9/21 Vanessa Lenzen
9/23 Carrie Jo Hendershot
9/24 Colby Schlosser
9/26 Michael Arvidson
9/26 Lorraine Truax
9/26 LeAnn Aldrich
9/29 Alicia Wunderlich
9/30 Benjamin Arvidson
9/30 Scott Truax

Stewardship Corner:
“A checkbook is a theological document; it will tell
you who and what you worship.” - Billy Graham

Serving Us In September
Pastor:

Jeanette Bidne

Organist:

Marcia Guenther

Lay Reader:

Jayne Arvidson

Acolytes:

Abby Burquest

Ushers:

Russell Higgs

Communion Assistant: Luella Thom
Altar Guild:
Greeters:

Donna Pederson
Jayne Arvidson

In ThanksThank you! Many thanks to all who helped with
Worship by the Water, the outdoor service at
Rodney Peterson’s on July 14th. Well over 100
people from various congregations joined with us to
worship outside and enjoy a meal together. A good
day was had even by those who got wet during
worship as we remembered our Baptism. Many
thanks to Balsamlund Lutheran members who
provided desserts and special music. Balsamlund is
located on 490th St. near Aldrich and is served by
Dan Foster, a Synodically Authorized Minister.
This was a great day of food, fellowship, music and
merriment!

B I  G O!
A big thanks to all who helped with Bingo both at
Tornado Days in Miltona and at Fall Festival in
Parkers Prairie. We wouldn’t have been able to do
it without all those who helped work. A special
thanks to Vicky Arvidson and Jewel Townsend for
chairing this fundraiser. Both events raised
$1192.00 total.

Food for Thought:
In response to the stereotypes of Christianity in
our culture…
“We have the opportunity [in the ELCA] to be the
alternative face of Christianity.”
“Often time we talk about the church as a family.
We are family, but do we make new folks feel like
in-laws?”
-Words from Bishop Elizabeth Eaton speaking at
the Triennial Gathering in Charlotte, NC
Presiding Bishop of the ELCA

Scripture Snacks- September Bible Study
A chance to eat a snack and then nibble of a small
part of scripture.
September Topic: Food Stories in the Bible- From
wine, to bread to eating scrolls. Food tells many
stories in the Bible.
Offered on three different days:
Sunday, September 7th following Worship at Esther
Tuesday, September 9th at 5 pm Townhall Pizza in
Parkers Prairie
Thursday, September 11th at 10 am at Esther
The Bible is a collection of wonderful but often
difficult books. You’re invited in this short hour to
have a snack, hear a story and learn a little more
about scripture. Snacks will be provided.
No Bible knowledge necessary, just curiosity.

Confirmation Begins!
Information Meeting at 6:00p.m. September 3rd
for all 7th, 8th, and 9thgrade students and their
parents. Pastor Jeanette will bring sandwiches, all
are asked to bring some food item to share if you
are able. We will go over the schedule and 9th
grade students will discuss preparations for
Confirmation on Sunday, October 26th. Please
bring your schedules to the meeting in order to plan.
This year 7th and 8th grade students will study the
Small Catechism. Coursework includes class
attendance, worship attendance and participation,
service projects, and fellowship events. Each
student is asked to have a confirmation mentor.
Please contact Pastor Jeanette at: (507)339-1178 or
by email:
prjeanettebidne.estherlutheran@gmail.com if you
cannot attend this meeting!
7th and 8th grade students for this year include:
Megan Higgs
Megan Townsend
Abigail Burquest
Susan Hart
Katlyn Velde
9th Grade students preparing to affirm their baptism
include:
Robert “Bobby” Hoppe
Tanner Wambeke
Garret Wehking

All Committee Meeting Summary
Members from our various committees met earlier
this summer and discussed various goals:
• More social gatherings for members
• More ways to grow faith and relationships
• Reaching out to inactive members or
neighbors without a church home
Projects we are working on (or have completed) to
address these goals:
• Movie Night to be planned for the fall
• Bible Studies to be planned for the fall
• Sunday school scheduled to sing each
second Sunday of the month
• Traveling Christmas Program for area
Nursing Homes
Projects that have been completed:
• Outdoor worship at Rodney Peterson’s – A
great day! (See pictures!)
• “Thinking of you” and “We Miss you” cards
were sent out to those unable to come to
services or those whom we have not seen in
the last three months (cards sent June/July)
Another project discussed was to print Esther
Lutheran cards to share with persons curious about
our congregation. These cards would have the
address and contact information and few lines about
who we are at Esther. We will have another AllCommittee meeting in the fall, all those on
committees and anyone else is welcome to join us!

Church Council is scheduled to meet on
Tuesday, September 2nd at 7 pm. Please make an
effort to attend, if there is not a quorum present, no
decisions can be voted upon.

September 21st
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday

Last year in celebration of the ELCA’s 25th
Anniversary, a Sunday was dedicated to service
with the ELCA motto: God’s Work, Our Hands.
Last year we spent a Sunday at Smokey Timbers
Camp on Lake Miltona. This year we will travel to
Luther Crest, following worship at Esther. Luther
Crest will provide lunch and we will work with
First Lutheran of Alexandria to assist the camp with
fall preparations including yard clean-up, splitting
wood, and cabin clean up. All ages and abilities
welcome!

Thankofferings: Our history
Beginning in the late 19th century, Lutheran women
were given small Thankoffering boxes to place in a
special location in their homes as a visible reminder
of blessings received. Women would add coins to
those boxes almost daily as particular blessings
were noted. From their use came the idea of an
annual church service to celebrate their collection,
and so the women of the congregation would come
together for a Thankoffering service.
The concept of Thankoffering celebrations dates
back more than 100 years and beyond Lutherans.
The Episcopal Church Women held their first
recorded Thankoffering service in 1889, and the
World Thank Offering service of the United
Methodist Women has been a tradition for over 100
years. In the Lutheran tradition, the General
Synod’s Women’s Home and Foreign Missionary
Society created their first Thankoffering service in
1889 to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the

organization. At that first Thankoffering, $6,100
was collected. Today, Women of the ELCA collects
more than $1 million in Thankofferings annually for
the ministries and mission of our women’s
organization.

Thankofferings: continuing the tradition
Thankofferings show gratitude for God’s blessings
and give us an important and tangible way to
express that gratitude. It is a tradition grounded in
our celebration of community, of meeting together
to joyfully give thanks for what God has given us.
Thankofferings have always been, and still are,
our opportunity to say thank you to God in both
significant and ordinary moments.
On ovember 16th there will be an ingathering of
the Thankofferings during our worship service.
This offering will be sent to support the lifechanging ministries of the Women of the ELCA.
There are containers available in the narthex for
starting to collect money to give in gratitude for
blessings.
A calendar will also be in the October newsletter for
offering ideas.

a $25 offering and $25 towards convention
expenses.
 We are working on a page for W/ELCA on
the Esther's web site. Watch for it!!
 Every women in the congregation is
encouraged to begin collecting change for
WELCA Thankoffering. Thankofferings
can be collected until our November
meeting, which will be held November 16th
following worship. Thankoffering
information is featured elsewhere in the
newsletter.
 Cluster 9 Fall Gathering will be on Tuesday,
September 23rd at Good Shepherd in
Henning.
 Sue Ellwanger and Pastor Jeanette Bidne
shared about their experiences at the
Triennial Convention and Gathering in
Charlotte, NC.
Esther W/ELCA would like to express our
thanks for the following:
•

Eleanor Thompson for the 24 coffee carafes
and water pitchers in memory of her parents:
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Hedlund.

•

Dick & Luella Thom for the adjustable
height 8 ft. table.

•

Dennis & Gloria Rosenquist for 2 8 ft.
dining room tables.

•

To everyone that helped make the 2014 Ice
Cream Social a huge success!

KITCHE SUGGESTIOS
There is a box marked "Kitchen Ideas" in the
narthex. Please pass your comments, ideas, or
suggestions along to the kitchen committee by
putting them in the box.
WELCA August Meeting
August 14, 2014
 Treasurer’s report for August was $1,479.28
in checking and $6,714 in the memorial
fund.
 The ice cream social made $1,350. The
country store during the ice cream social
made $281.
 We voted to send a basket for the silent
auction at the NW MN SWO Convention in
Crookston. Women are encouraged to bring
items for Esther’s basket. Our theme is
Fall/Harvest. Items need to be gathered by
Sept. 11th W/ELCA mtg. We will also send

The Esther W/ELCA voted to send a basket to be
a part of the silent auction at the NW MN SWO
Convention in Crookston, MN on Sept 12.
If you would like to include items for our basket,
please give them to Nancy Bunde by our Sept. 11th
meeting. It is a Fall/ Harvest theme. Ideas might be:
fresh veggies or homemade items, towels, or food
items. The proceeds from this silent auction will go
towards NW MN SWO expenses at the next
Triennial Convention in Minneapolis in 2017.

As our young adults are heading off to post
secondary schools, we would like to keep them in
touch with happenings at Esther. If their email
address
dress is shared with us, we will send them our
weekly announcements and monthly newsletters!

Those eligible for the National Youth
Gathering
athering will have an informational meeti
meeting
on Sunday, Sept. 21st at 6 pm. It is
important for everyone to attend this
meeting as we need your input and ideas.
We will meet for our reorganizational
meeting
ng on Sunday, Sept. 21st at 7 pm,
immediately following the National Youth
Gathering meeting

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet at Gloria
Rosenquist’s home on Thursday, September 4th at 1
pm. We invite everyone who is interested in
knitting or crocheting to join us in this important
ministry of Esther.

Worship by the Water

Worship Service

Additional Information will be coming in a
mailing,

Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! Thanks be to God!

B-I--G O

The Wagner family playing bingo at Fall Festival.

Our host, Rodney Peterson.

What is a Gathering without a Potluck lunch!

One of our callers, Abby Burquest.
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