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MERRY CHRISTMAS! CHRIST IS BORN!
By the time you read this newsletter, we will be
well into the days of Christmas, at least for the
church year. The Christmas season begins on
December 25th and lasts for 12 days until we
celebrate the arrival of the wise men on Epiphany. I
hope the Advent and Christmas season hhas held
time for family and friends, for giving thanks, and
for wading into the mystery of Christ come to earth
in the form of a newborn baby.
With January, for many churches, comes the season
of annual budgets. Soon you will receive a mailing
of our proposed
posed budget for 2016. Numbers. Line
Items. They seem so distant from a baby in a
manger. But are they? Our mission is to Make
Christ Known and that is what every line in our
budget and, we hope, every announcement in our
newsletter points to in our ministry together.
Copiers make songs books that travel to care centers
to share the Christmas story. Evangelism!
Continuing education brings new ideas that make
for advent nights and worship materials. Faith
development.
Benevolence to the synod and Luther
ther Crest support
our youth in learning about Jesus so that they may
know who loved them first. The Good News!
Join us on January 24th as we gather to recap the
year and learn what ministries Esther is called to in
2016! Christ is born for you, in this New Y
Year may
we share that He has come for all!
United in Christ,
Pastor Jeanette

C: 507
507-339--1178 H: 218-738-7112

Our Church Calendar
December 27th
Tentative Youth Service
1st Sunday of Christmas
Readings:
Psalm 91:9-12
Focus: Beginning of the Good ews Mark 1:1-20
January 3rd
2nd Sunday of Christmas
Readings:
Psalm 103:1-5
Focus: Jesus’ Ministry Begun Mark 1:21-45
January 10th
Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday School sing in worship!
Readings:
Psalm 103:6-14
Focus: Jesus Heals and Teaches Mark 2:1-22
January 17th
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Noisy Offering today!
Readings:
Psalm 126
Focus: Parables in Mark Mark 4:1-34
4:1
January 24th
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
ANNUAL MEETING TODAY!
Readings:
Psalm 131
Focus: Jairus’ Daughter Healed Mark 5:21-43
5:21
January 31st
4th Sunday after Epiphany
Readings:
Psalm 122
Focus: Death of John the Baptist Mark 6:1-29

February 7th
5th Sunday after Epiphany
Readings:
Psalm 27:1-4
Focus: Transfiguration Mark 8:27-9:8
February 10th
Ash Wednesday
Readings:
Focus: Passion Prediction Mark 9:30-37

In Our Prayers
Myrtle Arvidson
Kristy Fyhrie
Eica Nelson
Wally Skoglund
Kathy Carlson
Jennifer Bidne
Marcella Braun
Wendy Kuhnau
R.C. Christensen
Robert Dobratz
Jan Gilbertson
Elmyra Jerome
Thomas Collum
Cheyenne Dean

1/1 Gladys Sanvik
1/1 Shauna Nordlund
1/1 Bea Skoglund
1/3 Samuel Krueger
1/7 Joey Chow
1/8 Inez Haase
1/8 Elliott Arvidson
1/10 Nicholas Aldrich
1/12 Marge Nelson
1/12 Megan Arvidson
1/15 Cindy Skoglund
1/16 Elaine Fyhrie
1/16 Brandon Arvidson
1/18 Spencer Pomeranz
1/21 Laney Grinager
1/23 Elizabeth Liedahl
1/24 Clayton Skoglund
1/26 Stephanie Stueve
1/28 Ben Barbee
1/30 Dick Thom
1/30 Delmar Wehking

Sister of Pastor Jeanette
Grandmother of
Pastor Jeanette
Coworker of Jewel
Townsend
Friend of the youth
Father of Steve Dobratz
Sister of Jim Arvidson
Sister in law of Luella Thom
Great-Grandson of Gary &
Bev Kreidler
Niece of Karin & Bill Wagner

Eleyna Willie- daughter of Mike & Mari ( Mike
is the nephew of Jerry & Yuvone Anderson
Family and friends of Jayne Arvidson, James Higgs,
Louisa Carlson.

Office Hours
Office Hours for Pastor Jeanette include:
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 10 am-12 pm
Wednesday afternoons.
Due to pastoral needs and meetings, if you wish to
make sure Pastor Jeanette is in the office, please
give her a call at 507-339-1178, zip her an email or
set up a time with her.

Pastor Jeanette will be away for time with family
from December 25th until January 2nd. Pastor
Melissa Ehrhardt (320)- 533-0379 and Pastor John
Riggle (712)-449-0027 (available after December
26th) will be on call for pastoral emergencies.
Notes and other matters can be directed to the
church office and to our secretary, Sue Ellwanger.

Serving Us In January
Jeanette Bidne
Marcia Guenther
Deb Koep
Katlyn Velde
Joseph Hoppe
Jeremy Arvidson, Bob Hoppe
Ushers:
Communion Asst. Mark Wehking
Altar Guild:
Donna Pederson
Greeters:
John & Shelly Hoppe
Birthday Fellowship:: Dave & Inez Haase
Clayton Skoglund
Dick & Luella Thom
Pastor:
Organist:
Lay Reader:
Acolytes

Thanks to all who participated in the Community
Thanksgiving Eve Service hosted by Esther. Over
$175 was donated to the Parkers Prairie Food Shelf
through loose offerings.
Thank you to our Christmas Band who provided
prelude music on December 6th and 20th. You are
blessing to our congregation! Thank you to Marcia
Guenther for working with our young musicians.

Highlights of the Month:
In addition to providing for worship, the office,
tithes and the building your general offerings…
 Provided materials for the Traveling
Travel
Christmas Program to share the Christmas
story with four care centers in our area.
 Helped bring an Advent Night to Esther
with clips, crafts, and learnings about the
Advent season for youth and adults at
Esther.
 Assisted in bringing communion and prayer
shawls to those unable make it to Esther and
going through tough times.
 Provided a donation of support towards Sue
Ellwanger’s trip to India to represent the
NW MN Synod.

Stewardship Corner
Let us not be satisfied with just giving money.
Money is not enough, money can be got, but they
need your hearts to love them. So, spread your love
everywhere you go.
-Mother
Mother Teresa

Seeking Young Bell Ringers

0ovember 2015
Beginning Balance
$ 109.76
Deposits
$ 12,870.40
Disbursements
$ 12,891.67
Ending Balance 11/31/2015
$ 88.49
Contributions needed based on budge
budget
$ 94,825.50
Actual Contributions
$ 86,216.75
Budget Shortfall
($ 8,608.75
8,608.75)

Would you like to learn how to ring the
bell at Esther? See the bell that is in the
tower? After the first of the year we are
inviting anyone 5th grade and older to learn
about the bell and how it is rung. Watch for a signsign
up sheet and a learning time about the bell as the
New Year begins!

January Bible Study
Offered January 17th after worship.
Who knew going out on the lake would ruffle
feathers?
Jesus crossed the sea of Galilee numerous times in
the Gospel of Mark, come learn about how this was
a political and theological act. The Gospel of Mark
presents Jesus unlike any other Gospel. Come,
learn, enjoy treats and conversation as we learn
about demons, the Sea of Galilee, and who Jesus is
in the earliest, shortest gospel, the Gospel of Mark.

0ews from the Council

Our Christmas Party was held on December 3rd at
1:30 p.m. There were about 40 ladies in attendance.
attendance
Pastor Jeanette presented a program based on the
theme Christmas around
round the World.
World Following the
program, we enjoyed desserts and visiting with our
guests.
We will begin quilting in January. We will meet in
the morning on Thursday the 14th. Please bring a
sack lunch. Our monthly WELCA meeting will be
held at 1:30 p.m. that afternoon. We will plan our
2016 -2017
2017 year. Our host is Inez Haase. On
January 28th we will meet again for quilting. All are
welcome to join us!

Watching your step- To prevent falls with
winter weather coming, members who wish to, are
welcome to drive their vehicle to the front door to
Esther. Several members of council, greeters or
ushers are happy to drive your car back to the
parking lot so that you do not have to walk the
entire length of the sidewalk. We will also get your
vehicle for you after services.

Financial Statement: End of the year financial
statements for giving will be coming. Should you
have a question or notice something incorrect on
your statement
ement please contact Mark Wehking
Wehking.

Interested in Serving? If you would be willing
to serve on the church council please talk to Lorrie
Pomeranz, Mark Wehking or Luella Thom
Thom.
Lorrie has served 2 terms
rms on the council and is not
eligible to run for another term. A one year term,
currently held by Justin Schlosser, is also up for
election.

Annual Meeting- The annual meeting for Esther
Lutheran church has been scheduled for Sunday,
January 24th, with a backup date of Sunday, January
31st. The meeting will begin after worship and
lunch. Please start working on your reports and get
them, in written form, preferably by email, in a
timely fashion to the church office.
Our youth will be serving lunch at the Annual
meeting.

Anyone interested is invited to join us to work on
prayer shawls or any other creative arts crafts on
Thursday, January 7th at 1 pm. We will be meeting
at the church.

0ORWEX – GET TOGETHER..
Margaret,
ret, Linda, Elaine, Cindy, and Luella attended
a Norwex extravaganza. In an effort to help get
more environmentally friendly with chemicals and
cleaning products at Esther Church, we wanted to
host one of these at Esther to try out a number of the
products on our church. We will work with Lorrie
to come up with a list of products that will be very
helpful in the upkeep of our church. Norwex is
offering a number of extra promotions in the month
of January that will go towards the list of needs for
Esther also.
Please mark your calendars for January 30th at
10:00 a.m. at Esther Church.
Church We will have books
ahead of time where you can order for yourself as
well as Esther. We are extending the invitation to
everyone in our congregation as well as any friends
you want to bring. Lunch will be provided. We
guarantee you will be surprised at what and how
these products work. Seeing is believing…
believing

What an exciting year 2015 turned out to
be at Esther Lutheran!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•

Four baby baptisms
Three young ladies renewed their baptismal
vows through confirmation,
Three seniors graduated from high school.
Two couples of Esther were married this
past year.
We received four new members; three
adults, and 1young person.
Two young people had their First
Communion.
We had an exciting and active Sunday
School and VBS.
Went on our second Esther Traveling
Christmas program!
The youth of the congregation led us in
worship and participated in many fun
activities.
There are eight young people growing in
their faith during confirmation class.
The ladies of the congregation hosted many
potluck celebrations and worked on mission
quilts, prayer shawls, and lap robes.
We celebrated the lives of Louisa Carlson,
James Higgs, Walter Heiser and Jayne
Arvidson when they joined the saints in
heaven.
We continue to work on the new kitchen.

Looking back at 2015, it was a year blessed by our
Father in heaven. Looking ahead to 2016, we will
walk in His presence and surrounded by the love
that 'passes all understanding.

During this holiday season, we need to
acknowledge individuals and groups within our
congregation that made the Advent and Christmas
season special this year.













Our Confirmation class will be attending the Shane
Osbourne Event at the Alexandria High School on
Wednesday, January 6, 2015 at 6 p.m. Shane was
one of the speakers at the Youth Gathering. All
members of the congregation are invited to attend
this event. Students, watch your email for details.

The youth and everyone that helped decorate
our church for the season and participated in
our “Hanging of the Greens” Service.
Lorrie Pomeranz for keeping our church spic
and span.
The families that read during the Advent
Season.
Our Sunday School teachers -Dave & Mandy
Arvidson, Bill & Karin Wagner, Jewel
Townsend and Leann Aldrich, substitutes
Michael & Kayla Lorine, helpers and parents
for their dedication to the 'little lambs'.
Sunday School children for telling us the
Christmas story in their own words.
Marcia Guenther, for her dedication to music
during worship.
The youth that participated in the Esther band.
Our Esther Musicians for sharing music with
us.
All those, young and young at heart, who
participated in the Traveling Christmas
program at St. Williams, Knute Nelson,
Alexandria Assisted Living and Bethany
Community.
To Ernie & Georgia Hart for providing the bus
and driving us from place to place for our
traveling Christmas Program.
YOU, members of Esther that attended
services during this Advent & Christmas
season and every Sunday for giving glory to
God!

Traveling Christmas Program on December 13th!
Special thanks to Ernie and Georgia Hart for the
use of their bus and the numerous people who
worked hard to mark this happen!

Back to the bus and we were on our way to Knute
Nelson, where former Esther member, Sheila Hesier
joined our cast. Round two was just as fun as our
first performance and we had an opportunity to chat
with many residents and the Christmas band playe.

For those of you unable to join us, here is a little bit
about our day.
We began our day at Esther where all ages had a
chance to decide what part they wished to play. We
did a quick run through and boarded Hart’s Bus.

Our first stop was St. Williams Care Center in
Parkers Prairie. With the residents we shared the
Christmas story, sang Christmas carols together and
even turned down the lights (and with the help of
LED votive candles) had candle lighting for the
singing of Silent Night. Afterward, several of our
young musicians played instruments and Esther
folks had a chance to greet one of our own, Myrtle
Arvidson, Lucille Skoglund,, Margaret Wehkling
who was recuperating from a broken ankle and the
residents there. Then it was time to hop back on the
bus.
We had a traveling lunch on the Harts bus and
found we had a bit of extra time before traveling to
Knute Nelson in Alexandria. So we took the
opportunity to enjoy the Canadian Pacific Holiday
Train.

The Friendly Beasts

We again boarded the bus and made our way to
Alexandria Assisted Living, where Elsie Heiser is a
resident.
Our final Christmas program was in the chapel of
Bethany Homes. Esther member, Gladys Sanvik
joined many other residents as we began music
from our musicians, had a Christmas carol hymnsing, and told the Christmas story once again. We
received many gracious thanks but we also had the
opportunity to rehear the Christmas story as we
shared it with others, to remember that it is for all of
us, at any age and that doing something for another
can also help us to grow in faith.

The Towns Women
Our Shepherds
With joyful spirits, we headed to Pizza Ranch for
the Esther Lutheran Church Traveling Christmas
after party. Good food and a good time was had by
all….

Thank you for supporting this ministry as you
support Esther Lutheran Church.
Mary, Joseph and the Innkeeper

I hear the care centers would like us to come back
next year and if so, there is a costume with your
name on it!

Paper Shower
We are in need of the following items at Esther
 Toilet Paper
 Klennex (the smaller, long boxes are
perferred)
 Chlorox-Lysol wipes
 3 ounce drink cups

The Wisemen

Sunday School Christmas Program
A Birthday Party for Jesus
On Sunday, December 20th our youngest members
of the congregation told us the Christmas story.
Thank you to our young members, teachers, helpers,
and most of all, the parents who bring your children
to Sunday School, we hope you continue to do so
after the holiday season as we have many more
stories to learn and fun crafts to make!

Angels

Special note from Pastor Jeanette

Presents for Jesus

Mary and Joseph

Dear Members of Esther,
Words cannot express the joy and privilege it is to
serve as your pastor. We have grown together over
these five years and shared moments of joy, fun,
sorrow and challenge. There is more we can do
together as we as we make Christ known out in our
community.
In addition to future plans we already have, for
several years I have been exploring more education.
I would like to explore with Esther the possibility of
acquiring a Doctorate of Ministry through Luther
Seminary while serving full time at Esther.
Attached to this newsletter is information about this
program. The doctorate gives pastors an
opportunity to hone their preaching skills and
understanding of Bible as well as help
congregations learn about themselves, their story
and drive. On January 10th, I invite you for
conversation after worship to learn more about this
program and whether this could be part of the
ministry of Esther in the coming years. Thank you
for reading the attached material and for exploring
this with me. The opportunity is exciting and I look
forward to more conversation with you!
Peace,
Pastor Jeanette

Frequently asked questions about the Doctorate
of Ministry in Biblical Preaching…
What is a Doctorate of Ministry (DMin) in
Biblical Preaching?
-A three year program through Luther
Seminary in St. Paul, MN
-The pastor remains in the parish, working
full-time while studying, taking online
courses, and a three-week onsite intensive in
June at Luther Seminary
-The focus is to hone and improve preaching
skills as well as help a pastor interpret and
connect with their context (parish) on how
they engage scripture in worship and daily
life.
Why is Pastor Jeanette considering a Doctorate
in Ministry in Biblical Preaching?
-

-

-

I have a love of learning (an addiction
really!) and have made plans to do another
degree since I was in seminary (taking
classes for grades, keeping my maiden name
etc.)
Learning boosts my creativity, reflectiveness
and ability to explore new ideas in an ever
changing Church, as well as help me reflect
on what I have learned at Esther.
To revitalize my preaching skills and faith
development (every 5-7 years many pastors
will take a sabbatical, we do not have a
sabbatical policy at Esther). A DMin is one
way to pursue the benefits of a sabbaticalfocused study and reinvigoration of energy
and faith development for future ministry.

What do you need to apply?
- A Master of Divinity, Master of Arts, or Bachelor
of Divinity degree (or its equivalent) from an
accredited theological school. Work experience
cannot be substituted for this training, which must
include 72 credits that represent broad-based work
in theology, biblical studies and the arts of ministry.
-Cumulative GPA of 3.0+ on a 4.0 scale for the first
degree(s) in theology

-A minimum of three years in some form of
professional ministry subsequent to the receipt of a
first graduate theological degree.
-Official transcripts from every accredited college,
university, seminary and other graduate work must
be sent directly from the schools to the Office of
Graduate Theological Education.
-Three letters of recommendation
-A letter of support from sponsoring congregation
(form provided by seminary)
-Essays on vocation and ministry as outlined in
application
-Sermon sample requirement as outlined in
application
What will it cost for the pastor and the
congregation?
The cost of a DMin with tuition, fees and materials
is around $12,000-15,000 total over 3 years.
Many students enrolled in D.Min. programs receive
significant financial support from their
congregations, synods, judicatories, denominational
agencies, etc.
Additional financial aid support:
U.S. students are eligible to borrow Federal Direct
Unsubsidized student loans to assist with costs
associated with your program.
What would the costs and efforts look like at
Esther?
Pastor Jeanette: I hope to not incur any more
student debt. Student loan debt is a significant
problem for the Church and the supply of pastors.
It definitely impacts where they can serve and how
long they are able to stay in a call. I have been
personally saving for this endeavor and working
with my own finances to make this possible.
If we pursue a DMin at Esther I would ask that
together we:
-

-

Understand this as a learning experience for
the whole congregation and see it as part of
the ministry I am called to at Esther.
Provide a letter of support (the seminary
provides a form)

-

Deem that continuing education funds can
go towards DMin costs over the course of 3
years.

(Directing continuing education funds toward a
DMin for three years is the only financial
obligation Esther would have towards this
endeavor unless they choose to do something
additional)
-

-

Allow one more week of continuing
education in addition to the 2 weeks
provided in my letter of call.
Work with Pastor Jeanette to find
willing/able persons able to part of a cohort
(group of people to provide feedback).
The cohort meets prior to 3-5 Sunday
services/year to discuss what will be
preached and provide feedback after a
preaching event.

-

Offer prayers and encouragement as we join
in this learning together.

Does this mean Pastor Jeanette will leave or
Pastor Jeanette has to be our pastor for three
years?
No. Although moving while in the midst of DMin
is not ideal, no congregation is obligated to keep
their pastor until he or she is done with the DMin
program. Pastors are also not obligated to stay with
a congregation if God and the Church calls them to
another place of service during that time.
Pastor Jeanette: I was once asked how long I
would stay at Esther. I feel that my call to Esther
will continue as long as we are able to continue
being a good fit and are able to continue to grow
and do ministry together. When a pastor or
congregation becomes “stuck in a rut” in some way,
then God calls both to explore what new leadership
may hold for them. I am blessed to serve here and
look forward to serving God together in the future!

