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Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading,
fashion us all anew.
It's your leading that we're needing,
help us to follow you.

Refrain
Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come.
Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come.
2 Come to teach us, come to nourish
those who believe in Christ.
Bless the faithful, may they flourish,
strengthened by grace unpriced. Refrain
3 Guide our thinking and our speaking
done in your holy name.
Motivate all in their seeking,
freeing from guilt and shame. Refrain
4 Not mere knowledge, but discernment,
nor rootless liberty;
turn disquiet to contentment,
doubt into certainty. Refrain
5 Keep us fervent in our witness;
unswayed by earth's allure.
Ever grant us zealous fitness,
which you alone assure. Refrain
Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
English and Swahili text © Lutheran Theological
College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg
Fortress.

Originally written in Swahili, the words to Gracious
Spirit, Heed Our Pleading, are significant for
variety of times and places. In May, Esther will
celebrate with two of our young women as they

affirm their baptisms through the Rite of
Confirmation. We will also celebrate with our
graduate through senior recognition. These are
times of transition and change for our young people
when we ask for discernment and God’s guidance.
But this hymn is for every member at Esther, every
member of the Church, with a capital “C”. God’s
Holy Spirit is promised to us, a sign and sacrament,
we see in baptism which means we can call on God
in times of change, time of frustration, times of
need to ask for “not mere knowledge but
discernment”. Knowledge is often an
understanding of facts and figures. Discernment
involves direction, a sense of pull or call. As we
enter into the summer months, I invite you to
discern. What do we know about our area? Our
congregation? What do you know about yourself?
And what might God be calling you to do, be, or
practice?
And the fact is, God is calling, that’s part of being
marked with Holy Spirit. That is part of the
promise of baptism that goes with us whether we
are young or old, disquiet or content, well or
struggling. We can ask God to “Come” and also
remember God is already here.
United in Christ,
Pastor Jeanette

Our Church Calendar

May 1st
6th Sunday after Easter
Readings: Mark 12: 28-31
Focus: Faith, Hope and Love
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

May 8th
7th Sunday after Easter
Readings: Mark 12:26-27a
Focus: Death Swallowed in Life
1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57

May 15th
Day of Pentecost/Confirmation and Affirmation
of Baptism
Readings: 1 Corinthians 12:1-13
Focus: Acts 2:1-4
May 22th
Holy Trinity Sunday/Graduation Recognition
Focus: 2 Corinthians 1:1-11
Consolation
May 29th
Time after Pentecost/Blessing of Travel
Focus: 2 Corinthians 2:1-10
Forgiveness
June 5th
Time after Pentecost
Focus: 2 Corinthians 4:1-15
Treasure in Clay Jars
12th

June
Time after Pentecost
Focus: 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10
Walk by Faith not by Sight
June 19th
Time after Pentecost
Focus: 2 Corinthians 5:11-21
Reconciliation
June 26th
Time after Pentecost
Focus: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15
Generosity

July 7th
Time after Pentecost
Focus: Job 3:1-10; 4:1-9; 7:11-21
Job

Our Prayers

Myrtle Arvidson
Kristy Fyhrie
Wally Skoglund
Luella Thom
Bev Kreidler
Dave Haase
Jennifer Bidne
Sister of Pastor Jeanette
Marcella Braun Grandmother of Pastor
Jeanette
Wendy Kuhna Coworker of Jewel Townsend
Robert Dobratz
Father of Steve Dobratz
Thomas Collum Great-Grandson of Gary & Bev
Kreidler
Eleyna Willie- daughter of Mike & Mari (Mike is
the nephew of Jerry & Yuvonne Anderson
Meurriel Willie- sister in law of Jerry &
YuvonneAnderson
Family and friends of Elmer Beireis, Kathy Carlson,
James Higgs, Louisa Carlson, and Nancy Carter.

Serving Us In May

Pastor:
Organist:
Lay Reader:
Acolytes
Ushers:

Jeanette Bidne
Marcia Guenther
Nancy Bunde
Brock Peterson
Milo Arvidson, Rick
Arvidson
Communion Asst. Al Pederson
Altar Guild: Deb Koep
Greeters:
NEED VOLUNTEERS

DMin (Doctorate of Ministry) Diary

Exciting news! I have been accepted into the
Doctorate of Ministry program in Biblical
Preaching at Luther Seminary. At our annual
meeting, Esther approved to support my application
to this program and see it as part of the ministry in
this place. I recently spoke with one of my
professors, Dr. Karoline Lewis who shared “I was
excited to see your application.” I have been in
conversation with her about the ability to begin the
program in the midst of my sister’s illness. My onsite residency at Luther Seminary is June 6th -24th.
With pre-work already in hand, I am excited to
begin learning through this program and share my
learning with you!
-Pastor Jeanette

05/24
05/26
05/27
05/28
05/28
05/29

Tanner Wambeke
Bree Sansness
Grayson Timm
Bev Kreidler
Lisa Wunderlich
Mary Robinson

March 2016

Beginning Balance
Deposits
Disbursements
Ending Balance 3/31/2016
05/01 Kyle Grinager
05/01 Danny Townsend
05/02 Mandy Arvidson
05/04 Robert Hoppe
05/04 Lucille Skoglund
05/05 Jennifer Higgs
05/05 Kelly McPhail
05/05 Dennis Rosenquist
05/05 Chris Skoglund
05/06 Joan Arvidson
05/07 Mark Ratajesak
05/08 Anna Guenther
05/10 Tyler Arvidson
05/12 Kevin Bunde
05/12 Camryn Schlosser
05/13 Liam Arvidson
05/14 Milo Arvidson
05/17 Luella Thom
05/19 Logan Arvidson
05/20 Erin Ellwanger
05/20 Kylie Velde
05/21 Larry Skoglund
05/22 Andrew Sansness
05/23 Lance Klimek

$ 72.63
$ 12,478.94
$ 13,215.12
( $ 663.55)

Contributions needed based on budget
$ 26,349.25
Actual Contributions
$ 21,105.21
Budget Shortfall
($ 5,244.04)

Highlights of the Month:

In addition to providing for worship, the office,
tithes and the building your general offerings…


Provided visits and communion to those
who could not make it to Esther
 Supplied materials to make our directories!
 Supported Esther Church leading April 17th
Sunday Service at St. William’s Care Center
Thank you for your continued support of all of
Esther’s ministries!

Good Friday Passion and Crucifixion of
Christ
“Money is not the only commodity that is fun to

give. We can give time, we can give our expertise,
we can give our love or simply give a smile. What
does that cost? The point is, none of us can ever run
out of something worthwhile to give.”
― Steve Goodier

Thank you Esther Lutheran for your support, care,
and concern for my family in these past two months.
In early March my sister, Jennifer, suffered a heart
attack which caused her brain injury due to lack of
oxygen. She is still with us and whatever happens it
will be a long journey. She currently is in at
Regents Hospital in Golden Valley, MN. I thank
you so much for your prayers, your flexibility, and
your support. Life can be difficult but it is a
blessing to know we do not walk alone.
-Peace,
Pastor Jeanette

Presented by the youth of our
congregation
Special Music on Easter Morning

Our First Communion Class

Brock Peterson, Susan Hart and Abby Burquest

Sabrina Aldich, Kad Wehking, Kiley Peterson,
Devin Steele and Andrew Sansness

Remember The Lutheran Magazine?

The Lutheran magazine will now be known as
Living Lutheran. The magazine Living Lutheran is
now available online as well as in hard copy. Here
is a bit about its history from Living Lutheran
online, it’s primary goal of this magazine continues
today.

“German. Norwegian. Danish. Swedish. In the early
and mid-1800s, you didn’t need to speak English to
remain abreast with the happenings of the Lutheran
church. At that time, the church published myriad
magazines that catered to a diverse body of nonEnglish-speaking congregations. Although these
congregations didn’t always share a common
language, they undoubtedly shared a common
creed.
Even in its earliest, fragmented format, the
predecessor magazines of The Lutheran played an
important role—to spread the news of the church
and share the gospel with its members. The
Lutheran Observer, which began publishing in
1831, was one of the first forms of Lutheran news
in the U.S. Several decades later, there were more
than five magazines, some of which catered to
smaller Lutheran denominations. The Lutheran was
one such magazine, which was established in
1860.” -Jill Dierberg Clark

April WELCA Meeting
April 14, 2016
Checking Account balance is $1,410
Memorial Fund balance is $7,696.
Thanks to Yvonne Anderson for a donation for
quilting batting.
4 quilts were donated to Someplace Safe in
Alexandria and 6 quilts are going to be donated to
Lutheran World Relief.
Esther WELCA is hosting bingo at St. Williams on
April 29 at 2pm. Circle 3
Senior Recognition will be on Sunday, May 22 for
Casey Aldrich. Circle 1
NWMN SWO convention will be September 16th &
17th in Perham. Please consider attending. Voting
members have registration covered by WELCA.

Read more about the history of The Lutheran now
Living Lutheran at:
http://www.livinglutheran.org/2016/04/lutheranliving-lutheran/

Country Store and Raffle
In conjunction with our July 31st Ice Cream
Social, we will be selling raffle tickets and
have a country store. We hope you have
been considering items for either of these.
If you know of someone to contact that would
have an item for the raffle, please call
either Yuvonne Anderson 218-738-4609 or
Margaret Wehking 218-338-2161 as they will
be looking for prizes in May. Cash donations as
prizes are welcome too.

The youth are planning on attending the Faith for
Life speaker AGAPE on May 4th at Calvary
Lutheran Church in Alexandria, details to be
coming
The youth garage sale is going to be downsized
considerably this year. We are planning on joining
another garage sale on May 14th. If anyone has
anything to donate we would be happy to pick it up,
but we are requesting no clothing or knick knack
items. Please contact Joan Burquest if you need
something picked up or have any questions (218)
943-2232

consider bringing the components back to church.
The Sunday School can use them for another fun
project!

Anyone interested is invited to join us to work on
prayer shawls or any other creative arts crafts on
Thursday, May 5th at 1 pm. We will be meeting at
the church.

Affirmation of Baptism will take place on Sunday,
May 15th during worship. Two young ladies, Megan
Higgs and Megan Townsend have completed 2
years of class, and will affirm their baptism on
Pentecost. A cake reception will be held that
morning at 9:30 to recognize this milestone in their
faith life.
Which candle do you light first? How about that
tall candle? Why do we wear those robes?

Acolyte training is being planned for Sunday May
15th, prior to worship. Any student that is 4th grade
or above is invited to serve Esther as an acolyte.
Please let Pastor Jeanette know if you would like to
learn how to and be an acolyte.

Our high school senior, Casey Aldrich, will be
recognized for his accomplishment on Sunday, May
22nd, during worship. A potluck lunch will follow.
All are invited to congratulate Casey on his
graduation from Parkers Prairie High School
We also congratulate Nancy Hart on receiving her
Master’s degree in education and Lacey Carlson on
her Bachelor’s degree.in Equine Science from the U
of M in Crookston. She is pursuing a degree in
veterinarian medicine in Colorado.
Thank you to everyone who purchased an Easter
Garden from the Sunday School Children. When
you are ready to recycle your Easter Garden, please

If you have not noticed, the stained glass windows
in the entry of the church have been redone. They
look more secure. The stained glass company from
Fargo did the windows. We had B & H repair some
window areas that appeared to be leaking. Clayton
Skoglund rebuilt the wood frames. They look
great!! Thanks!

a letter set out when we were short. Should we send
a letter each month? If you have any suggestions or
ideas, the Esther Council is welcome to
them. Please contact any of the members. Our next
meeting is May 11th... if you have some ideas,
please give to one of them before the meeting.
Enjoy the nice weather … when you can.
Luella Thom, President

We had to purchase a new computer for the
office. We have had an old one that has been
around for quite some time (we think from the
office in Miltona) that was dying. Sue was getting
more errors from everything failing, it was hard for
her to get any work done. We were able to have
everything moved from the old computer to the new
so did not lose anything. Sue is up and running,
faster as this has a great deal more capacity and
speed. Kyle Grinager assisted with getting it set up
and connected to all the printers etc. Thanks Kyle.
Ditch cleanup is going to get scheduled soon. It
will again be scheduled around our young people’s
schedule, since they are the hard workers for this
project. We ask that anyone that is able to help,
please do. Some of us that cannot walk the ditches
can help provide food and beverages for those that
are willing to do it.
May 15 will be Confirmation Day for Megan
Higgs and Megan Townsend – we will have cake
and ice cream fellowship before church to honor
these gals.
th

A large portion of our meeting for April was
discussing our budget and giving. We had a slow
month in January, so even though the Easter
donations helped, we are still running short. Joan is
holding some checks until there is money in the
account to mail them. We continue to be slightly
short… and with summer coming up when
attendance …AND DONATIONS… drop off,
wondering how the congregation would like us to
proceed. At a congregational meeting you did not
want the information in the bulletin. You preferred

Save the date for Vacation Bible School!

Vacation Bible School will be held at Esther
Sunday, June 12th through Thursday Jun 16th.
Tentative times are 5 pm -8 pm VBS will again be
led by the counsellors from Luther Crest Bible
Camp. Supper will be served each evening. All
children 3 years through entering 6th grade in the
fall are encouraged and invite to attend.

Elmer A. Beireis, age 85, of Parkers Prairie, died
Saturday, April 9, 2016, at his home at McCornell
Courts Assisted Living, under the care of Hospice
of Douglas County.
Funeral services were held Saturday, April 16,
2016, at Esther Lutheran Church in Eastern
Township, with Rev. Jeanette Bidne and Rev.
Stephen Streed officiating. Music was provided by
organist, Marcia Guenther and vocalist, Karin
Wagner. Burial is at the church cemetery.
Elmer August Beireis was born on August 28, 1930,
to Henry and Clara (Decker) Beireis on the family
farm, south of Bertha in Todd County. He was
baptized and confirmed at the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Bertha. Elmer attended Country School
District #172 in Eastern Township, Otter Tail
County through the eighth grade and Parkers Prairie
High School for a year. Following his education, he
worked on a neighbor’s farm until May of 1952,
when he was inducted into Basic Training in
Illinois. He was stationed at Fort Riley, Kansas.
Following his honorable discharge, he returned
home and worked at the Rose City Creamery. Elmer
was united in marriage to Elnora Hanson on June
13, 1954, at Esther Lutheran Church. Following
their marriage they lived on the Hanson family farm
for the next 60 years, where they raised their family
and farmed. After selling the dairy herd, Elmer went
to work at the local lumberyard for 15 years. He and
his wife moved into Parkers Prairie in April of
2015. Elmer was a member of Esther Lutheran
Church, the church board for over 20 years and its
cemetery board for nearly 60 years. He was a lifetime member of Disabled Veterans and former
board member of the Eagle Valley Co-op for 24

years. Elmer enjoyed mowing lawn, cutting down
and burning trees, fishing, hunting, and traveling to
Canada and Wisconsin. He took great pride in his
grandchildren and especially enjoyed time spent
with his great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents; stillborn
infant son; two sisters, Betty Carlson and Inez
Thorpe; and brother-in-law, Rueben Thorpe.
Elmer is survived by his wife of 61 years, Elnora;
son, Russ (Dar) Beireis of Miltona; two daughters,
Deb (Jeff) Koep of Miltona and Denise (Dan)
Kupfer of Bluffton; brother, Jake (Shirley) Beireis
of Rochester; brother-in-law, Ervin Carlson of
Hibbing; nine grandchildren; nine greatgrandchildren; and several nieces and nephews.
Pallbearers are his grandsons, Rob Stanley, Chad
Stueve, Joshua Hadley, Zachary Beireis, Lucas
Beireis and Nicholas Kupfer. Honorary pallbearers
are his grandchildren, Chelsea (Baltimore) Medina,
Stephanie Stueve, Jessica (Jacob) Malone, Amy
Stanley, Miranda Hadley, and Brooke Kupfer.
Blessed be his memory.

