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Dear Members and Friends of Esther,

When I wrote my first article to you, I noted that
stories are one of the best ways to get to know one
another. As our time together comes to a close we
have many stories to share from these past five
years. So I admit, I ache as I type this final
newsletter article to you as I will miss your
commitment, your kindness, your faithfulness,
always thankful for our time together.
I know that God is with you in the midst of this
transition, that God has been active in pulling my
husband, Dan and I to new ventures. I know there
will be good things ahead for all of us. But as I
type, it is a mix of sadness at parting and joy at new
possibilities. It is a strange feeling.
Esther Lutheran Church, you are a unique faith
community, needed in this area and I give thanks to
God for the invitation to join in serving with you
this past five years and the many stories we have
had together.

With God’s help we have done many things! In the
midst of building additions and kitchen remodels
we have created spaces for a variety of groups and
speakers to meet and feel welcome.
We have made efforts to become more visible in the
community through service such as Habitat for
Humanity and Luther Crest Bible Camp, outdoor
worship services, and more participation in
community festivals.
We have even expanded our presence online
growing our website, Facebook, and weekly emails.
Together we have gotten wet remembering our
baptisms outside, reconnected to the symbols of

Christmas and Advent with a Hanging of the Greens
Service, laughed with the joy of the resurrection
with a Holy Humor Sunday. We have sung “Christ
Arose” together with gusto! We have traveled
through the Bible together three times with the
Narrative Lectionary with both our Sunday School
and Confirmation classes joining in on the journey.
We have cared for our world with the Walk for
Water, Global Barnyard, quilts, prayer shawls and
many other ministries.
I trust that soon a new partner in ministry will be
alongside you. I encourage you to allow that person
to become your pastor. As of August 7th my time of
service will be complete and pastoral acts and needs
will be supported and cared for by others.
According to our governing documents, I cannot
return or participate in the pastoral ministry of
Esther in the future. This will give you space to say
goodbye to what was and welcome the new. I know
the Lutheran world is small, people know people
and since we are believers we will always be able to
say “See you later!”
However, the space a pastor creates, the intentional
ending of pastoral ministry among a congregation
one has previously served, is to open the space for a
new partner in ministry to arrive. As Syodnically
Authorized Minister, Dawn Reisig did for me; I
plan to leave a space for whoever comes after me.
So as our paths part, I would like to thank you for
all you have taught me, for the love of God you
have modeled. I ask pardon for missteps or
misunderstandings. I have done my best to be
faithful. I encourage you to close this chapter of
Esther’s story, as I do, with thankfulness, maybe
sadness, and a bit of joy to see where God is calling
you next.
United in Christ,

Pastor Jeanette

Dear Fellow Members of Esther:
It has been an interesting turn of events since our
last newsletter with Pastor Jeanette leaving Esther
to accept a call at another church.

We made a giant leap of faith when there was a
mutual agreement to split with Faith and then called
and hired our own pastor after being a sister
congregation to either First Lutheran in Parkers
Prairie and Faith in Miltona. God will continue to
watch over our congregation as we say Goodbye to
Pastor Jeanette and start the process to obtain a new
pastor to lead us.
I found something written by Pastor Don Reisig
when he was completing his work as our interim
pastor here at Esther back in 2008 that can apply to
Esther again in 2016 - 8 years later:

Our fundamental mission of passing on the faith to
future generations just won't happen unless
congregations are open to some changes.. to keep
these gifts of God active and involved in
congregational life. And this will not just be the
responsibility of your new pastoral
leadership. Welcoming and involving children and
young people into the life of the congregation is
everyone's responsibility.

Just as the Holy Spirit was given to be with those
first disciples of Jesus, that same Spirit is with
you. You are called to take some risks for the sake
of the Gospel. Like those first disciples, you do not
have a blueprint to follow, but you have God's Holy
Spirit to lead you. You also have the model of Jesus
to guide you. Always remember that Jesus stepped
outside of the religious tradition in His day, bucked
the religious establishment, and people flocked to
Him and experienced God's grace. God is faithful,
and God's Spirit will give you the courage and the
commitment to carry out the mission that God has
called your congregation to do.
The Esther Council Members met with Assistant to
the Bishop Paul on Sunday, July 24th, to walk
through the process of calling a new pastor.
August 7th will be Pastor Jeanette's last day to
preach and provide pastoral care to Esther. This
will also be the Potluck and time to say "Goodbye"
to Pastor Jeanette. We will have supply pastors for
a few Sundays until we can get an interim pastor
here at Esther. We ask for your continued

PRAYER, attendance, and assistance as needed to
make this walk through this time as easy as possible
on all of us.
Pastor Paul said there are few interims. It is a short
list because there are a large number of
congregations that are already in the Interim
process. We were informed from the Synod that
Pastors are only staying at Congregations 6-7 years
thus the increased need for interim pastors. It is
unsure yet how much time each week the interim
will be able to be at Esther. It will depend on the
pastor and what his or her other commitments will
be. It is expected we will more than likely have an
interim for about a year due to the paperwork
process and what is involved in calling a new
pastor.

(NEWS UPDATE: The Council will be
interviewing an interim pastor August 8th. In
conversation, she would not be able to begin
until September 1st. We will update everyone
after the Council interviews our possible interim

We will need to review as a congregation what
qualities, skills, and strengths we want in a Pastor
before we can do a call. Things have changed in the
past 8 years since paperwork, goals, and
expectations of the new pastor were
completed. When we get this done and have an
interim pastor on board working with us, we will
get a Call Committee started.
Esther is a STRONG CONGREGATION.... AND
GOD IS WATCHING OVER US...we will go
through the due process to see what God has
planned for us.
Also want to remind you to take your "Ketchup"
envelopes with you on vacation so you can mail it
back to track where our Esther Congregation has
been spreading the Holy Spirit.

The Esther Council will be working to keep
everyone up to date on the process. If you have any
questions, please contact: Mark Wehking, Al
Pederson, Mandy Arvidson, John Skoglund, Jerry
Anderson, Elaine Fyhrie, Jeremy Arvidson, Justin
Schlosser, or Luella Thom
Peace to all
Luella Thom
Council President

Our Church Calendar
August 7th
Time after Pentecost
Readings: John 10:1-10
August 14th
Time after Pentecost
Readings: Psalm 82
Luke 12:49-56

August 21st Time after Pentecost
Readings: Psalm 103:1-8
Luke 13:10-17
August 28th
Readings: Psalm 112
Luke 14:1, 7-14

Serving Us In August

Pastor:
Organist:
Marcia Guenther
Lay Reader:
Margaret Wehking
Acolytes
Megan Townsend
Ushers:
Delmar Wehking
Communion Asst. Margaret Wehking
Altar Guild:
Deb Koep
Greeters:
Inez Haase
Birthday Fellowship: Marge Nelson
Al & Donna Pederson
Mike Townsend family

September 4th
Readings: Psalm 1
Luke 14:25-33

September 11th
The Narrative Lectionary Begins!

Our Prayers

Myrtle Arvidson
Kristy Fyhrie
Wally Skoglund
Bev Kreidler
Dave Haase
Dennis Rosenqust
Dick Thom
Jennifer Bidne
Sister of Pastor Jeanette
Marcella Braun Grandmother of Pastor
Jeanette
Robert Dobratz
Father of Steve Dobratz
Kristin Zemke –daughter of Dennis & Gloria
Rosenquist
Family and friends of Elmer Beireis, Kathy Carlson,
Louisa Carlson, and Amber Martinson.

Jo Marie Moller
Dave Bunde
Terry Sather
Eugene Arvidson
Evan Lenzen
Landen Nistler
Elsie Heiser
Briana Skoglund
Samara Price
Nathan Arvidson
Todd Wunderlich
Eliza Krueger
Bev Arvidson
Colleen Burquest
Donna Pederson
Jacob Bunde
Cora Schlosser

08/03
08/04
08/05
08/06
08/07
08/08
08/10
08/10
08/12
08/13
08/14
08/16
08/18
08/20
08/22
08/29
08/29

June 2016

Beginning Balance
Deposits
Disbursements
Ending Balance 6/30/2016

$ 427.70
$ 14,811.50
$ 14,848.83
$390.37

Contributions needed based on budget
$ 52,698.50
Actual Contributions
$ 52,624.91
Budget Shortfall
($ 73.59)

Highlights of the Month:

In addition to providing for worship, the office,
tithes and the building your general offerings…
 Provided certificates and gifts (Sparks
Bibles) for two baptisms and the welcoming
of a new member at Esther!
 Assisted us in cleaning the carpets in the
basement, sanctuary and narthex of Esther.
 Are helping us prepare for fall as we order
worship materials!
Thank you for your continued support of all
of Esther’s ministries!

“In the Holy Land are two ancient bodies of water.
Both are fed by the Jordan River. In one, fish play
and roots find sustenance. In the other, there is no
splash of fish, no sound of bird, no leaf around. The
difference is not in the Jordan, for it empties into
both, but in the Sea of Galilee: for every drop taken
in one goes out. It gives and lives. The other gives
nothing. And it is called the Dead Sea.”
- William Sloane Coffin, former pastor at Riverside
Church, New York City

Dear Esther Members:
As you know, Pastor Jeanette has taken a call at
another church and will be leaving us. We at Esther
have been blessed to have Pastor Jeanette for these
past 5 years. On a leap of faith Esther called a
Pastor on our own without sharing with another
congregation. She helped us make that transition
and grow in our Mission Statement: “ Knowing
Christ, Making Christ Known through Faith, Hope,
and Love”. We wanted to grow and become a
congregation working the mission field of our
community. With Pastor Jeanette’s guidance and
leadership, we have taken a giant step forward in
that role. She has made Christ Known at Esther by
leading us in our Sunday Worship, Children’s
Sermons, Communion, Confirmations, Baptisms,
Weddings and Funerals. Our membership has
grown with her leadership as well as the physical
size of Esther Church. We “THANK YOU” Pastor
Jeanette for the time you have devoted to our Esther
Congregation these past years.
We will have a Potluck lunch Sunday, August 7,
after church. This will be the last Sunday Pastor
Jeanette will preach for us. We are setting aside
this time on Sunday the 7th to say “Thank You”,
“Good Luck in her new Parish” and “Goodbye”
from each of us. This will be a time for Esther and
members in our Mission Field to say our
“Farewell”. If you choose to write a letter to say
Goodbye, we will have a box to put them in so
Pastor Jeanette can take them with her.
Bring a dish to share and join in this time to say
Goodbye to Pastor Jeanette. Circle 2 will be in
charge that day.

Many thanks to all who participated and assisted
in our Worship by the Water Service at Rodney
Peterson’s. A special thank you to Rodney Peterson
for hosting us again this year. In the service we
remembered our baptism with water, heard a
dramatic reading from “The Day the Crayons Came
Home” by Drew Daywalt, 2 infant baptismsBrighton Lapidus and Joey Orsello and the
receiving of Trent Hagen as a member of Esther. .
A great potluck followed and the weather held
throughout. Thanks to all who made this day
possible!

The Day the Crayons Came Home

Baptism of Brighton Lapidus, Joey Orsello
and receiving new member Trent Hagen.

The youth are planning to go to Valley Fair on
Wednesday, August 10th. Mailing with information
has been mailed out if you haven’t received one, or
have any questions contact Joan Burquest. 218-9432232.
The crayons fitting themselves into their home.

Highlights from the July meeting:






It was voted upon to order 24 stainless steel
carafes
Cindy Skoglund volunteered to be the voting
member to the SWO convention on Sept. 16
& 17 at Calvary in Perham
Others wanting to attend can register by
Aug. 12th to receive a reduction in
price. Contact Margaret. The cost to attend
1 day of the convention is $35.00
Circle 2 will be in charge of the farewell
potluck on Aug 7th for Pastor Jeanette.
Silent Auction

Esther WELCA will be making up a basket of
chocolate items to be given for the silent auction at
the convention. Monies raised will help cover
Triennial expenses. Please bring chocolate to the
August and September meetings.
Physical Offering
At the convention, SomePlace Safe will be the
recipient of the physical offering.
There is a box in the narthex for the following
donations:
**Toothpaste
**Toothbrushes
**Unopened body wash/soap
**Razors and shaving cream
**Shower sponges
**Body lotion
**New brushes & combs
**Mouthwash
**Deodorant
**Tampons/maxi pads

The August meeting of WELCA will be August 11 th
with Cindy Skoglund hosting

Bingo…Bingo…Let’s Play Bingo

As a congregation, we voted to run bingo during
Fall Festival. Please sign up to help on either
Saturday or Sunday or both days! When asked to
help, please say yes! Contact Margaret Wehking or
Lorrie Pomeranz to sign up or with any questions!

John Skoglund will provide the truck and trailer for
an entry in the Parkers Prairie Fall festival parade
featuring Esther Lutheran. Any ages interested in
riding or walking the parade please sign up or let
the office know. This will be the second
time Esther has had an entry in the parade. Let’s
show the community who we are!!! Remember to
wear your blue T-Shirts if you have one!
Thank you!

