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5 Learnings and Reflections from School
Having returned from my first June on-site
residency for the Doctor of Ministry (DMin) in
Biblical Preaching I wanted to share with you some
of my learnings…
5. You can listen to sermons from 8a.m. to 5p.m.
(with a brief lunch break) and not be bored!
My cohort/classmates for the DMin program are
excellent preachers and God’s Word is so deep and
rich the days of preaching flew by! Three of us
preached on the same text and each sermon was
drastically different.
4. Even preachers working to get a Doctorate in
preaching get nervous, really nervous. My class
was full of seasoned preachers and yet we shared
with each other how skittish we were to put our
words out there. The same is true, at times, when
we share our faith but what wondrous things can
happen when we do!
3. God’s Word is personal, even if you think this
one is not for you. One of my classmates, a pastor
from Canada, had over 14 funerals in the last year.
She preached on a healing story in Scripture,
intending the audience to be a growing group of
widows in her congregation. The sermon moved
me and made me think of resurrection and new life
stories in my own life and family. May we always
be open to a surprising Word!
2. Sometimes we need the waterfall. At school, I
attended chapel almost every weekday. Going to
worship six times a week and hearing sermons in
class felt like placing myself in a waterfall of liturgy
but also a waterfall of God’s promises, love, and
hope. Sometime the words of promise felt like

reality then, sometimes, like a prayer. But however
they felt, there was proof of God’s presence in the
act of gathering and being with one another. We do
the same when we gather for worship at Esther. I
am certain there are days when the reason we are at
worship is to be present and hold the promise for
the person sitting next to us.
1. People can tell who and what you love by how
you speak. “We can tell you love your people” was
one comment given to me after preaching at school.
I hope you also know also this is true. Even as
change is on the horizon, you, Esther Church, have
worked your way into my heart and apparently, into
my words and actions. My prayer is that God do
the same with each of us, so that others may see
who we love and serve in word and deed!
Pastor Jeanette

Our Prayers

Myrtle Arvidson
Kristy Fyhrie
Wally Skoglund
Luella Thom
Bev Kreidler
Dave Haase
Dennis Rosenqust
Dick Thom
Jennifer Bidne
Sister of Pastor Jeanette
Marcella Braun Grandmother of Pastor
Jeanette
Wendy Kuhna Coworker of Jewel Townsend
Robert Dobratz
Father of Steve Dobratz
Thomas Collum Great-Grandson of Gary & Bev
Kreidler

Eleyna Willie- daughter of Mike & Mari (Mike is
the nephew of Jerry & Yuvonne Anderson
Meurriel Willie- sister in law of Jerry &
YuvonneAnderson
Kristin Zemke –daughter of Dennis & Gloria
Rosenquist
Family and friends of Elmer Beireis, Kathy Carlson,
Louisa Carlson, and Nancy Carter.

Our Church Calendar

July 3rd
Time after Pentecost
Readings: Luke 17:5-6
Focus: The Story of Job 1:1-22

July 10th
Worship by the Water
Outdoor Worship Service at Rodney Peterson’s
Readings: Psalm 78:1-7
Focus: Luke 9:46-48
July 17th
Time after Pentecost
Tornado Days Community Worship
9:30 a.m. Worship at Miltona Magnet School
July 24th
Time after Pentecost
Series: The Story of Job
July 31st
Time after Pentecost
Series: The Story of Job
August 7th
Time after Pentecost
Readings: John 10:1-10

Serving Us In July

Pastor:
Organist:
Lay Reader:
Acolytes
Ushers:
Communion Asst.
Altar Guild:
Greeters:

Jeanette Bidne
Marcia Guenther
Jewel Townsend
Megan Townsend
Dave Arvidson
Mandy Arvidson
Donna Pederson
NEED VOLUNTEERS

Worship Reminders

There will not be worship services at Esther on
either July 10th or 17th.
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July 10th we will be worshipping at
Rodney Peterson’s with our Worship by the
Water Service.
July 17th we will be participating in the
Mitona Community worship service, held at
the Miltona Magnet School. The time of
service is 9:30 a.m.

Isaac Grabow
Carl Moyle
Sue Ellwanger
Stan Sanvik
Amy Jewell
Rick Arvidson
Nolan Arvidson
Abby Burquest
Deb Koep
Angie Steele
Sarah Bunde
Brian Steele
Gary Kreidler
Becky Arvidson
Nora Stanley
Katlyn Velde
Vicky Arvidson
Kristy Fyhrie
Cole Steele
Jon Velde
Nancy Hart
Edwin Pomerenke
Linda Arvidson
Mike Heiser
Kad Wehking
JoAnna Krueger
Barb Liedahl
Lorrie Pomeranz
Mike Lage

Clip the note below out of the newsletter and put on
your calendar for July 10th as a reminder– see you
there.
Worship by the Water
Sunday, July 12 @ 10:00 AM
At Rodney Peterson’s
Lunch to follow
Bring lawn chairs
Dish you signed up to bring.

Worship by the Water: Outdoor Worship
Service
You're invited to Worship by the Water:
A Community Worship Service and Potluck
10 a.m. on July 10th, 2016

Where: At the home of Rodney Peterson
13335 County Rd 42 Parkers Prairie
(Approximately 1 mile east of Parkers Prairie on
County Road 42, left hand side)

We had a great time last year and have had
numerous requests from the congregation that we
do this again. We are inviting the community to
this service and fellowship. There will be 2
baptisms during the service and receiving of a new
member during the service.

We will again do an organized potluck lunch for the
Esther Congregation after church. There are signup
sheets in the Narthex for the bar-be-cue, hot dogs,
buns, salads. We are requesting the bar-be-cue be
hot – we will mix all of them together. Salads we
are requesting it large enough to feed 15 people –
and list the salad you are bringing so we get a good
variety. Buns – please make sure they are
sliced. There will be limited space to keep the
salads cool during church so we request you plan
ahead for your salad. Please put your name on the
list of what you would like to bring, or send a note
to the church office to have your name added to one
of the lists. Plates, silverware, napkins, coffee,
water, pop will be provided.
We have some chairs from bingo but are asking if
you have a lawn chair or two to please bring it with
you.
Worship will include familiar hymns and special
music. Rain or Shine, food and fellowship after
worship. Loose offering to benefit the Parkers
Prairie Food shelf.

Contact the office with any questions you may
have! It will be a fun filled day to worship God in
creation!

Carpets are scheduled to be cleaned July 11th and
12th. We need to move tables, chairs, etc. out of
carpet areas. The only carpets not be cleaned are in
the upstairs new addition. Please help move things
off the carpeted areas.

May 2016

Beginning Balance
Deposits
Disbursements
Ending Balance 5/31/2016

$ (930.98)
$ 8,907.60
$ 7,548.92
$427.70

Contributions needed based on budget
$ 49,915.42
Actual Contributions
$ 38,223.91
Budget Shortfall
($ 5,691.51)

Highlights of the Month:

In addition to providing for worship, the office,
tithes and the building your general offerings…




Created a space and opportunity for
community children to learn about God
through VBS!
Provided materials about the Lutheran faith
to those inquiring about membership at
Esther.
Supplied baptism materials for two baptisms
at our outdoor worship service on July 10th!
Thank you for your continued support of all
of Esther’s ministries!

Pork Chop Dinner Fundraiser

Our joint fundraiser with Faith, Miltona will be held
on Friday July 15th at Faith.
The event will run from 4:30-7:30 pm.
Many hands make light work There are sign-up
sheets in the narthex if you are willing to help. For
more information or with any questions, please
contact Yuvonne Anderson.

Bingo, Bingo Let’s Play Bingo!

Esther will again be running bingo at Tornado Days in
Miltona on July 16th. The hours are 1:30 -7 p.m.There is
a signup sheet looking for volunteers to help for the day.
All ages are welcome and encouraged to help!

A bake sale will be held in conjunction with the
pork chop dinner that will be held on July 15th. The
proceeds from the bake sale will go towards helping
the refugees living in Rȁttvik, Sweden. Please
contact Linda Kvenvold (507) 273-2319 if you
would like to provide baked goods for the sale.

Our Esther Church family will be collecting items
to make School Kits and Personal Care Kits which
will be sent to Lutheran World Relief for
distribution for those in need. Information about
the kits and items we are collecting is listed in your
June newsletter. We will be collecting items until
the end of July. You may choose to assemble your
own kit, otherwise we will be assembling kits in
August (date and time to be determined), have a
blessing of the kits in September and then send
them off for distribution. For more information,
please visit http://lwr.org/getinvolved/kits or
contact Donna Pedersen or Jewel Townsend. A
presentation about the kits was shared during VBS.

Esther WELCA June Meeting
Sunday, June 12, 2016
Treasurer’s in is approximately $900 in checking,
$8,000 in savings/memorial fund

We have made our final $200 payment to Luther
Crest for our donation for the new WELCA
sponsored cabins being built. We’ve donated a total
of $600 towards this project
Old Business:
It was decided to purchase 12 stainless steel coffee
carafes to replace some of the current carafes that
are cracking inside the necks.

The new cupboards for the west wall in the kitchen
are finished and will be delivered after VBS. It was
decided to keep the old island piece for now and
place it on the north wall.
New Business:
It was decided to keep the same prices on our food
for sale at the annual Ice Cream Social. Leftover
containers of ice cream prices however, were voted
to increase: $5 for a quart and $10 for a gallon.
The annual Ice Cream Social will be on July 31st
from 2-7pm with a hymn sing-along at 3pm
Circle 1: Working (and bring pies)
Circle 2: Advertising, Country Store &
Raffle (and bring pies)
Circle 3: Make Ice Cream (and bring angel
food cake, brownies, & toppings)

NWMN SWO Convention will be Sept 16 & 17 in
Perham. Our unit has until August 1 to find a
voting member. The voting member’s registration
and hotel are paid for by Esther WELCA. If you
would consider this, please let President Margaret
Wehking know.

Silent Auction
Esther WELCA will be making up a basket of
chocolate items to be given for the silent auction.
Monies raised from the auction help cover Triennial
expenses
At the convention, SomePlace Safe will be the
recipient of the physical offering. They are
collecting gently used purses filled with the
following items:
(next page)

** Full size bottles of unopened shampoo &
conditioner
** Toothpaste
** Toothbrushes
**Unopened body wash/soap
**Razors and shaving cream
**Shower sponges
**Body lotion
**New brushes & combs
**Mouthwash
**Deodorant
**Tampons maxi pads
There is a box in the narthex for items you bring
your donations.
We do not need purses.

Annual Ice Cream Social
Sunday July 31, 2016
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Homemade Ice Cream
Pies

Sandwiches

Hymn Sing at 3 p.m.
Raffle with over $1000.00 in prizes
Country Store

Thea Violet Arvidson, daughter of Ben and
Veronica was baptized at Esther on June 26th.
Thea’s sponsors are Ashley and Chris Grittner.
Blessings to the child of God and many blessings to
her parents and extended family as they help Thea
grow in faith.

The youth will be going to Valley Fair in July. They
may also go to a drive in movie. Please watch the
facebook page, your email or texts for more
information.

From the Council
We had a terrific VBS again this year. Thanks to all the
volunteers for their time; talents; and food to help make
this a rewarding and SPECIAL LEARNING TIME for
our young people. The program on Thursday night had
them showing us their musical abilities. They had the
church walls of Esther rocking… Hope all you young
people had a great time... from the smiles seen… it
appeared so.

We are coming up to July already. July being one of the
busiest months of the year with all the activities for
Esther. We look forward to seeing everyone at these
events… as well as helping wherever you can to make
light work for everyone. The outdoor worship service
July 10, Miltona days pork chop dinner and bingo, and
our ice cream social will keep our July hopping. We
intend to have the carpets cleaned at church during the
weeks before and after the church on the water. If there
any activities or things planned during the first couple
weeks of July, please keep the office or the council
informed so we can work around them.

There are signup sheets for the Pot Luck after our
Worship by the Water July 10 – please let us know what
you would like to bring. We will do the same as other
years, sign up to bring designated items to make it easier
to set up and have room. Rodney generously lets us use
his yard, house, and garage to host this wonderful
event. (THANK YOU RODNEY) Hope you all can
make it…it has been a lot of fun. Last year the skit was
about color crayons… come see this year what has
happened to the color crayons since last year. This is our
3rd year already and hope you can attend…
We have the first year of Pastor Jeanette’s DIM behind
us. We all look forward to hearing what she learned…
and am sure we will be the recipients of the knowledge
she has gained.

In August – we will be doing the float in the Parker Fall
Festival Parade. If anyone would like to help with this,
please let the office or council know please. John
Skoglund has agreed to drive and let us use his trailer
again.

Remember… if you are on vacation or traveling this
summer to grab one of the envelopes on the back table to
mail in your “ketchup” offering in to Esther. We want to
find out where our Esther members vacationed
throughout the summer.

Living Out Love
VBS took place on June 12th- 16th led by Luther
Crest Camp Counselors. Over 40 students attended,
with an additional 7 junior counsellors helping
during the week. 16 of the kids were 3-5 years old.
Students ate supper and sang songs, including “I
Just Want to be a Sheep” and “Banana”, as
favorites. They played games, had Bible Dive,
worship and craft time each day. A cross was
made with spent shotgun shells for Father's Day, as
well as, tie-dye socks, string crosses and other crafts
that kept leaders and students creating during craft
time.
We were thankful to share this experience with
Faith in Miltona and all who joined us for VBS and
are especially thankful to all who made this great
week possible!

Our 2016 VBS attendees
Bible Dive

