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For whom the bell tolls . . .
I learned today (as I write this) that Esther has a tradition of tolling the church bell following the death of a
member. As I understand it, this alerts the community that one of God’s beloved children who experienced the
means of grace at God’s font and table has died.
This July, I believe the bell will “turn” 95 years old as it continues to ring out on Sundays before worship. And
during Lent, Sundays provide a respite from the more somber journey to the cross where God’s beloved child
died on Good Friday and was placed in a tomb that was sealed shut.
Which brings me to the twenty-nine tombs that the Sunday School children made for us to recall the staggering
and shocking story that death and the grave have been overcome as Jesus was raised/resurrected from the dead .
. . hence, the tomb was empty when, “Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb . . . [and heard
the angel say] Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he
has been raised . . . go quickly and tell his disciples” (NRS Matthew 28:1ff).
So, this Easter as the bell tolls, we’re reminded that not only has death been overcome, but “nothing in all
creation . . . can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (NEB Romans 8:39).
And the bell’s inscription reads:
MY TONGUE SHALL SPEAK THY PRAISE
I TO THE CHURCH THE LIVING CALL
AND TO THE GRAVE DO SUMMON CALL
May this body of Christ praise the kind of God who brings life out of death and calls us to follow the living
Christ all the days of our lives as the bell tolls.
Pastor Scott

Prayer Concerns
Joan Arvidson
Colleen Burquest
Mary Durling
Kristy Fyhrie
Lois Henningsgaard
Terry & Larry Sather
Wally Skoglund
Dick Thom
Lorraine Truax
Lori Burke – sister of Dawn
Kreidler

Ezra Hoekstra – friend of Sawyer
Ratajesak
Joe Koep – uncle of Mandy Arvidson &
Michael Lorine
Steve Pederson – brother-in-law of
Christy Hart
David Willie – brother of Yuvonne
Anderson
Family and Friends of
+ David Haase
+Robert Dobratz – father of Steve Dobratz
+ Brent Kuhnau -friend of our Community

Serving Us in April
Pastor:
Organist:
Lay Reader:
Acolytes
Ushers:

Scott Hoecker
Marcia Guenther
Luella Thom
Camryn Schlosser, Anya Wagner
Jerry Anderson
Al Pederson
Communion Asst. Luella Thom
Altar Guild:
Donna Pederson
Greeters:
Dick & Luella Thom
Birthday Fellowship: Jerry & Yuvonne Anderson
Sara Dreher
Ernie & Georgia Hart
John & Shelly Hoppe
Birthday Sunday is typically the 3rd Sunday of the month, because Easter falls on the 3 rd Sunday in April,
Birthday Sunday will be held April 28th, the fourth Sunday of the month.

Easter Flowers. There are order forms on the table in the narthex to order plants for Easter
Sunday. Please fill out a form and make a check out to “Esther Lutheran” with “Easter flowers”
in the memo line and put both of them in the envelope. Flowers need to be ordered by April 7 th.

Easter Garden sign-up sheet is in the narthex. Suggested donation is $10.00. The gardens are
made by our Sunday school students. The proceeds will go to help fund the Sunday School
program.

First Communion Classes-Classes are scheduled at 4:30 p.m. April 3rd and 10th for 5th graders
or anyone else interested in learning about the gift of Holy Communion. First Communicants will
be recognized during our Maundy Thursday Service. Here at Esther we hold classes for
instruction about communion, however, there is no certain age or instruction required to
receive this gift, please let the office know if you would like to join in learning about this
sacrament.

2019 Lent & Holy Week Schedule
April 3rd and 10th -- Wednesday Evening 6:00 p.m. Soup Supper; Worship 7:00p.m.
Sunday April 14th – Palm Sunday 10:00 a.m. Worship with Palms. Worship will
begin in the narthex and process into the sanctuary.
Thursday April 18th – 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship w/Communion and Stripping of the Altar.
First Communion for our Fifth-Grade Students, Evalynn Grinager and Brooklyn McPhail.
Friday April 19th – 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship
Sunday April 21st – Easter Sunday. 7:00 a.m. and 10 a.m. Festive Resurrection Worship with Holy
Communion.
Between Easter Services -Easter Breakfast prepared and served by the youth of the congregation.
A free will offering will be taken.

The confirmation students have been providing inspirational skits for our Lenten journey. Marcia is working
with the youth choir who will be providing music for our Easter Services. There will be instrumental additions
to the services as well, as well as readers from our congregation to help to our Easter Blessings. We hope you
can worship with us during the Easter Season.

February Report
Beginning Balance 1/31/19
Deposits
Disbursements
Ending Balance 2/28/19

$ 219.66
10,063.00
10,071.25
$ 211.41

Contributions needed based on budget
Actual Contributions
Budget Shortfall

$

$19,268.67
9,188.00
-10,080.67

Amount transferred from savings to cover bills through 2/28/19

$ 6,500.00

Members: We ask that you doing a “catchup” offering in the month of April. Due to weather conditions we did
not have worship twice in the month of March.
NW MN Synod “Building a Bigger Table Challenge”
A lot of creative ministry is already happening in our synod! We’d like to affirm this – and spark further
imagination – while also sharing ideas with our partners in ministry!
You know those imaginative ideas you come up with every so often? Wouldn’t it be great if there was a
resource where there were dozens upon dozens of ideas that were shared by congregations in our synod that had
experienced and learned from them? Well, guess what? Our synod’s Congregational Vitality Table is putting
such a resource together! And we’re challenging YOU to submit ideas about how your congregation has
extended and received hospitality within your surrounding community – how you have gotten to know your
neighbors better. We want to hear from YOU!
Congregations that submit an idea will be entered into a drawing that will take place at the 2019 Synod
Assembly in June. The winning project will receive a $1,000 grant for furthering their ministry of hospitality in
Christ’s name, and relationship building with their surrounding community. The ideas submitted will become a
resource made available online to all our synod’s congregations!
The Esther council would like to hear from YOU as what we do in
our community to build a bigger table. Please give any ideas you
may have to any of the council members.

A Campaign to impact people’s lives through inspiring faith,
stewardship and community in God’s creation!
Luther Crest Bible Camp has made vast improvement to their facilities and grounds
over the past few years. 1.5 million dollars were raised and 1.1 million was borrowed
from a local bank to complete these improvements. If you would like to help pay off
the debt, there is information on the table in the narthex. Each gift received will go directly to pay off the debt
and free Luther Crest’s future for new mission and programs.

Our congregation chose “Leadership” and “World Hunger” as the two areas of the
“Always Made New” Campaign. Our congregation has made a commitment to raise
$3,000.00, at this point, we have raised $1,071.51 towards that goal. To help
complete our commitment, a special offering will be taken each Sunday in April.
Thank you!

March 17, 2019 Meeting
Treasurer Report




$1,021.33 in the checking account
$5,420.32 in the memorial fund
Thrivent Action Dollars of $455.00 for Quilting

Correspondence


Churches United for the Homeless in Moorhead

Old Business





The material for the tie blankets for the high school seniors is here. We will meet on Wednesday, April
24th at 6:00 p.m.
We are looking for anyone who would like to be on the kitchen committee. Please talk to Linda Arvidson
if you are interested.
Liquid Wax candles for the candelabras have arrived and have been installed. Thanks to Dick and
Luella Thom for modifying the candelabras to make the candles fit.
2 rolls of batting were purchased

New Business



WELCA Spring conference Gathering is Thursday, April 11th in Elbow Lake. Registration is $12.00.
Please let Dawn Kreidler know by April 4th if you would like to attend
We chose a recipient for our Easter Plant.



In April we usually serve dessert and help with bingo at St. Williams. Cindy Skoglund volunteered to
check with the activity’s director for an available date.

Our next WELCA meeting will be Sunday, April 14th at 8:30 a.m.

Synodical Women’s Convention
Physical Offering to Benefit Churches United for the Homeless
and
Public Health Family Home Visiting

Baby/Toddler Items
Diapers of all sizes
Diaper Wipes
*Powdered Formula - Watch expiration dates on formula
Cotton Balls
Baby Lotion
Baby Bath Soap (liquid)
Baby Bath Shampoo
Skincare Ointments
Baby Nail Clippers
A Baby-sized Comb
Soft Baby Brush
Books, Blocks, Small Toys

Mom Items
Feminine Hygiene products
Travel Sized:
Shampoo/Conditioner
Deodorant
Hand/body Lotion
Deodorant
Tooth Brush
Tooth Paste
Mouth Wash
Floss
Brush
Comb

There will be totes in the narthex to collect these items. As you are out and about shopping, please consider
purchasing a few of these items to help someone less fortunate than ourselves.

Congratulations to the Parkers Prairie Winter Sports Teams
The wrestling team of Bertha-Hewitt,-Verndale-Parkers Prairie are section champions ,went to the state
tournament and wrestled in the team tournament and finished 6 th.
The girls’ basketball team finished the year as sub-section champions.
The boys’ basketball team finished the year as sub-section champions.
The speech team is the subsection champion, for the ninth year. Sectionals and state are coming up.
Our youth are members of each of these successful teams. Bill Wagner and Michael Arvidson were coaches for
the wrestling team. All of you represented the community well.

April 2019
SUNDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY
1

2

WEDNESDAY
3

THURSDAY

F

4

5

11

12

18 Maundy Thursday

19 Good

7 pm Worship w/Holy
Communion

7 pm W

5 pm 1st Communion Class
6 pm Soup Sandwich Supper

7

8

9

7 pm Mid-Week Worship
10

9 am Sunday School

5 pm 1st Communion Class

10 am Worship w/Communion

6 pm Soup Sandwich Supper

14 8:30 am WELCA

15

16

7 pm Mid-Week Worship
17

9 am Sunday School

NO Soup/Sandwich Supper

10 am Palm Sunday Worship

NO Mid-Week Worship

21 Easter

22

23

7 am and 10 am Festive Easter
Worship w/Holy Communion
Easter Breakfast between
services
28 Birthday Fellowship
9 am Sunday School
10 am worship

24 Confirmation
6 pm Supper
6:30 Class
6:30 WELCA to tie blankets

29

30

1st Communion for 5th
Graders
25

26
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