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Faith as a Way of Life . . .
It is common to hear . . . Farming is a way of life… and it is. There are chores. There is a rhythm that occurs
daily and seasonally like planting and harvesting.
There is a whole array of skills . . . Everything from troubleshooting equipment to operating tractors, trucks, and
all that attaches to the tractors. There is a particular vocabulary when farming is one’s way of life.
And all the routines, skills, seasons, and vocabulary are passed on from one generation to the next . . . Mostly, I
presume, by apprenticing. So, watching and doing and learning from one’s parents or grandparents or family
members is often how this particular way of life is learned and becomes second nature.
And there is another way of life that has a daily and seasonal rhythm . . . Where skills and a particular
vocabulary are passed on from one generation to the next . . . Where children apprentice (if you will) to their
parents or grandparents or family members in ways that faith becomes second nature.
For some, a daily routine will include time to connect with God . . . Whether through prayer (alone or at a meal)
or by meditating on (or listening to) God’s word and all the ways that: 1) God knows us and 2) God loves us.
Soon we will be approaching Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent where we are invited to “let go” of those
things that can be stumbling blocks to our relationship with God and each other.
It is during this time, when the confirmation youth are invited to share their gifts as they will enact the various
“letting go” skits during Esther’s Lenten worship services.
It is during this time that God’s Spirit gathers us together (whether in person or via Zoom) to be immersed in
the liturgical rhythm while hearing all the ways that God knows us and loves us . . .
And as we respond to that love in song and as we head out the door . . . We will be apprenticing as we follow
Jesus into the neighborhood to wash feet and feed the hungry and sit with the broken-hearted.
And by the grace of God . . . Faith will become as second nature as breathing . . . May it become a way of life.
Pr. Scott

IN OUR PRAYERS
Joan Arvidson

The families & friends of:

Colleen & Wilbur Burquest

Elsie Heiser

Kristy Fhyrie

Margaret Andressen

Mike Heiser
Lorraine Truax
Bruce Miller – father of Karin Wagner
Randy Pederson -brother of Al Pederson
Nicole Apodaca – friend of the Townsends
Megan Sheen – niece of Linda Arvidson
Bonnie - sister of Pastor Scott
Cindy Rachuy – sister of Dawn Kreidler
Rachel McGrand – niece of Luella Thom

February Birthdays
2/02
2/04
2/05
2/05
2/06
2/06
2/07
2/08
2/11
2/12
2/17
2/20
2/21
2/22
2/23
2/24
2/27
2/28

Clara Pogose
Lois Rosenquist
Dustin Pomeranz
Sarah Pomeranz
Michael Grinager
Peyton Skoglund
Wally Skoglund
Tom Burquest
Sherri Rupert
Karsyn Lorine
Nick Notch
Michael Lorine
Mike Townsend
Cody Rupert
Amelia Arvidson
Lisa Arvidson
David Arvidson
Gloria Rosenquist

OFFICIANT: Pastor Scott Hoecker
ORGANIST:
LAY READER: Deb Koep
ACOLYTES: Seth Sansness
USHER: Steve Dobratz, Jeff Koep
GREETER: Deb Koep
ALTAR CARE: Megan/Jewel Townsend

March Birthdays
03/01
03/01
03/01
03/02
03/03
03/03
03/05
03/08
03/10
03/12
03/14
03/14
03/15
03/16
03/25
03/28
03/30
03/30

Thea Arvidson
Craig Pomerenke
Cole Notch
Jean Barbee
Ella Ness
Emma Timm
Evalynn Grinager
Amanda Dobratz
Marcia Guenther
Emma Arvidson
Judy Thoennes
Kieda Wagner
Michael Wunderlich
Kiley Peterson
Nancy Bunde
Anya Wagner
Ken Robinson
Garret Wehking

*Jewel Townsend and Megan Townsend
volunteered be our voting members to the Synod
Assembly which will be held virtually on May 22 nd.
*Nancy Bunde will be delegate for Luther Crest.

ESTHER LUTHERAN FINANCIAL REPORT
JANUARY 2021
Beginning Balance
Deposits
Disbursements
Ending Balance 01/31/2021

$10,202.06
$82,980.14
$87,479.89
$5,702.31

Contributions needed to date based on budget
Budgeted Contributions
$9,788.58
Actual Contributions
$7,474.52
Budget Shortfall
($- 2,314.06)

*Mark Wehking and Eugene Arvidson were
reelected to the Cemetery Board.
*Mike Lage and Jewel Townsend were elected to
the Council to replace Jerry Anderson & Elaine
Fyhrie, who served 6 years. Kathryn McDaniel was
elected for a 3-year term.
*If it happens, we will do the Pork Chop dinner
again in July with Faith. Luella Thom agreed to be
the chair… everyone at meeting agreed … which
means all of you should be signing up to work it.
*Kathryn McDaniel & Anna Hagen will cochair the
Bingo Fundraiser at the Parkers Prairie Fall
Festival, if Fall Festival happens. REMEMBER …
YOU ALL VOTED TO DO IT… SO
NEED TO SIGN UP WHEN IT COMES TIME
TO DO IT.

The Annual Meeting was held this year on January
31st following worship.
A summary of the Annual Meeting:

*Depending on what happens by December, we
voted to do the Traveling Christmas program. Jewel
Townsend volunteered to chair and organize the
event. At this time, Hart’s volunteered a bus.
*The council and the worship committee will
decide the time of the Christmas Eve service.

*All financials were approved as were printed in the
information packets.

*Worship by the Water will be held on Sunday, July
12th. It again will be held at Rodney Peterson’s.

*The 2021 budget was approved as presented.

* Jewel Townsend volunteered to work on the
church website.

*No one volunteered to be Birthday Sunday
Chairman.

* Luella Thom, Karin Wagner, Nancy Bunde and
Dennis Rosenquist volunteered to update our
congregation’s constitution.

*Auditors for 2021 will be Stephanie Stueve, Elaine
Fyhrie and Jewel Townsend.
*Kathryn McDaniel and Anna Hagen will be the
chairs for the Lenten Soup and Sandwich suppers.
We will be following CDC and MN Dept. of Health
Guidelines. At the February Council Meeting, the
council members voted to NOT have soup
suppers.

* Luella Thom, Jewel Townsend, and Sue
Ellwanger volunteered to be on the Live Stream
committee.
* Received a donation to purchase a REME Halo
System, which kills viruses.

News from the Council
Happy winter! Hope all are doing well. Here are a few highlights from our last meeting:
We elected our new officers for 2021:
President: Brady Arvidson
Vice President: Scott Hart
Secretary: Mandy Arvidson
Financial Secretary: Jewel Townsend
Treasurer: Joan Burquest
We also welcome our new members Mike Lage, Kat McDaniel, and Jewel Townsend!
Pastor Scott will be outside on Ash Wednesday from 6:00-6:45 pm for those who do not want to come into
church to receive ashes and communion. We ask that you enter the church driveway from the east and south and
leave the parking lot to the north.
Unfortunately, we have made the decision to not hold the soup and sandwich supper this year. With all the
mandates, etc. it would be too hard to regulate everything and won’t want to risk being reported to the
Department of Health. Thank you, Kat and Anna, for volunteering for this event. Hopefully next year will be
different.
If anyone has any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact anyone in the council or come to one of our
meetings. We meet the first Wednesday of every month.
Brady Arvidson, Scott Hart, Kathryn McDaniel, Mike Lage, Kevin Bunde, Justin Schlosser, Jewel Townsend,
Terri Grinager and Mandy Arvidson

Evangalism and Outreach
Love In the Name of Christ (Love INC) of Douglas County Lakes Area is a
Christian, non-profit organization with the mission to mobilize local churches to
transform lives and communities In the Name of Christ. Love INC is a proven
model that networks local church ministries and church volunteers, across
denominations, to provide coordinated help to people in need. This
model combines charity compassion (goods and services) and developmental
compassion (life skills classes and relationships) to strengthen individuals and
families in the areas of finances, relationships, emotions and spiritually. Love
INC is sharing God's love by being the hands and feet of Jesus!
Tammy Boushek, Executive Director of Love INC, will be joining our service on Sunday, February 14 th to
share more about ways you can be involved in this ministry of local churches. You can also learn more by
visiting www.loveincdouglas.org.
Thank you to everyone who helped glean beans January 24! We have donated to the Parkers Prairie, Long
Prairie, and Outreach Food shelves over 100 bags of beans between the two times that we cleaned and
bagged. Thank you to Margaret and Delmar Wehking, Wehking Farms and Olson Farms for the beans!

Dear WELCA Members
Our last WELCA meeting was held January 8th in person and via zoom. We had 8 ladies in attendance.
We have in our treasurer’s account: $ 5,186.20 in our saving account and $ 1,840.43 in our checking account.
Interesting tidbit we learned that through Lutheran Social Services, the Hilltop Regional Kitchen in Eagle Bend
is serving between 3500 and 9500 meals. This is located in the old Eagle Bend School. The WELCA voted to
send them $100.
As of now all meetings etc. through the NW MN Synodical Women have been cancelled. They will let us know
when they begin scheduling things. The Triennial was supposed to be in July 2020, moved to July 2021 in
Phoenix will now be held virtually.
The Evangelism/Stewardship Committee is going to be featuring an entity each month that is filling a need in
our surrounding community. We wish to help support them each month. If anyone has any ideas for areas in
the community that need extra support, please let us know.
We discussed putting together some “birthday” bags to be delivered to the Food Shelf. It would be a birthday
gift bag and you would put in it: cake mix, frosting, birthday plates, birthday napkins, candles. Those that are in
need would be able to do birthday cakes for their celebrations. We can do kids and adults.
We did put out a list for a paper shower … but it appears there were no items received. We still are going to
need some of these items, so maybe need to do a repeat of the list to the congregation.
We discussed the Ice Cream Social but it is too early yet to know if we will be able to have one.
We will use the list of WELCA information from 2020 calendar and forward into 2021 since we were not able
to do most of the events that we had listed for 2020. Since there are so few that attend in person, we would drop
off the hostess part of it.
Our next meeting is Sunday, February 14th at 8:30 a.m. It will be via Zoom and in person again.

Congratulations to Amber and Jacob McCarty on the birth of Jace
Rudolph. Jace was born on January 23, 2021.Jace is welcomed home by
big brother Jack and big sister Addison. God’s richest blessings to the
McCarty family!

From the Worship Committee:
Sue has been able to locate hymns on-line for our Sunday morning worship. Most of the songs, have leaders to
help us through as well. Not all hymns that are particular to the lessons each Sunday are available, but we are
making it work. This music is piped in through the sound system so everyone at church and on line through
Zoom or Facebook is able to hear it. If at any time you feel it is not loud enough, let us know.
Ash Wednesday is fast approaching. It is February 17th. Worship both in person and by Zoom with Imposition
of Ashes and Communion at 7:00 p.m.
Pastor Scott will have Ashes to Go and Communion outside on Ash Wednesday from 6:00 pm to 6:45 pm. We
ask that you enter the parking lot from the south and east and leave the parking lot heading north.
We are planning to use the Holden Service for Lent again this year. It is familiar to all of us. Sue has been able
to locate music on-line with a leader so we all can follow along. The Holden Service books will be on the table
down by the door if you want to stop by and pick one up to have at home during the Lenten services. We would
ask that at the end of the Lenten season, you return them to Esther so we have for future years.
The theme for this year is: “Letting Go”
The confirmation class will be doing skits each week to bring the message to us highlighting the them.
Thanks, Sue, for the work finding music for our services.
We look forward to seeing you either at Esther, Zoom, or Facebook .
The next committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 22 nd at 6 p.m.

Luella Thom, Committee Member
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10 am Zoom Coffee Hour
6-6:45 pm Drive thru Ashes &
Communion
7 pm Worship Imposition of Ashes
& Communion – in person & Zoom

18

19

20

22

23

24

25

26

27

10 am Worship both in
person and by Zoom

9 am Sunday School

10 am Zoom Coffee Hour

10 am Worship
w/Communion in person and
by Zoom
28
9 am Sunday School

7 pm Mid-Week Lenten Worship –
both in person and Zoom

10 am Worship in person and
by Zoom

THURSDAY

Youth Event
6 pm Pizza~

9 am Sunday School

21

WEDNESDAY
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