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If faith is a way of life . . .
This opening title, “If faith is a way of life” sort of leaves us hanging . . . We wait for what comes next . . . If
faith is a way of life, then . . . What comes next?
And I am guessing what comes next might be what shape could faith as a way of life look like? In other words,
in what ways might God be calling us to pause that we might, “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm
46:10)?
In her book, Spiritual Disciplines Handbook, Adele Ahlberg Calhoun uses the acronym “Worship” to lift up
many ways we might pause to know God (or better, that God might reveal God’s self to us).
“W” stands for all the ways we worship God to include Sunday worship and Sabbath rest.
“O” stands for opening myself to God and includes things like teachability and unplugging from social media
and phones/tablets/TV.
“R” stands for relinquish the false self and any idols through discernment, confession, or spiritual direction as
possible ways of repentance. Repentance that is God-empowered.
“S” stands for sharing my life with others through service, small groups, or spiritual friendship. Is this not a
sharing where two or more are gathered, Christ promises to show up?
“H” stands for hearing God’s word and includes Bible study like during Sunday school and devotions (whether
personal or before meetings).
“I” stands for incarnating [or living out] the love of Christ by caring for the earth and others in compassionate
ways.
“P” stands for prayer and all the ways we might communicate with God and/or listen to God to include
intercessory prayer and/or listening prayer to name but a few ways.
May the God who invites us to pause . . . To be still . . . And Know that I am God . . . Empower us to
WORSHIP in ways that faith becomes a way of life.
Pr. Scott

IN OUR PRAYERS
Joan Arvidson
Colleen & Wilbur Burquest
Kristy Fhyrie
Mike Heiser
Lorraine Truax
Bruce Miller – father of Karin Wagner

The families & friends of:
Elsie Heiser
Donna Schlagen – friend of Luella &
Dick Thom
Jackie Stevenson – niece of Jerry &
Yuvonne Anderson

Randy Pederson -brother of Al Pederson

Helen Townsend – mother of Mike &
Jewel Townsend family

Nicole Apodaca – friend of the Townsends

Wally Skoglund

Megan Sheen – niece of Linda Arvidson
Bonnie - sister of Pastor Scott
Cindy Rachuy – sister of Dawn Kreidler
Roxanne Chamberlain
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Emily Notch
Samantha Hoppe
Chad Stueve
Shelly Hoppe
Easton Arvidson
Jeff Koep
Jerry Anderson
Ernie Hart
Matt Burquest
Georgia Hart
Joseph Hoppe
Deb Sanvik
Megan Higgs
John Hoppe
Laurie Ratajesak
Jared Higgs
Megan Townsend
Larry Carlson
Morley Carlson
Elijah Denny
Jeff McPhail
Mark Wehking
Erin Krueger
Mark Kreidler
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Kyle Grinager
Danny Townsend
Amanda Arvidson
Robert Hoppe
Jennifer Higgs
Kelly McPhail
Dennis Rosenquist
Christopher Skoglund
Joan Arvidson
Mark Ratajesak
Kolten Wunderlich
Anna Hagen
Tyler Arvidson
Kevin Bunde
Camryn Schlosser
Liam Arvidson
Luella Thom
Logan Arvidson
Kylie Velde
Andrew Sansness
Lance Klimek
Tanner Wambeke
Bree Sansness
Avery Stueve
Grayson Timm
Lisa Wunderlich
Mary Robinson

ESTHER MARCH 2021 FINANCIALS
Beginning Balance
Deposits
Disbursements
Ending Balance 03/31/2021
Budgeted Contributions
Actual Contributions
Budget Shortfall

$ 4,567.32
$10,875.00
$10,388.15
$ 5,054.17
Contributions needed to date based on budget
$29,365.75
$25,562.00
($- 3,803.75

ADDRESS UPDATE
Joan Arvidson has moved to Edgewood Assisted Living in Alexandria. Please update your directory with her
new address:
Joan Arvidson
Edgewoo1902 7th Avenue
Alexandria, MN 56308
320-759-2121
Ernie & Georgia Hart’s 60th wedding anniversary is April 15th. Please join their family in celebrating their
anniversary and Georgia’s 80th birthday April 10th! Drop a note or card in the mail with congratulations or travel
memories you’d like to share. (Please no gifts).
Here is their address:
Ernie & Georgia Hart
61867 100th St.
Parkers Prairie, Mn 56361
News in the Body of Christ Wallace (Wally) J. Skoglund passed away on April 7, 2021. Visitation will be held
at the Lind Funeral Home in Parkers Prairie on Tuesday, April 13 th from 5 - 8 pm at the Lind Funeral Home in
Parkers Prairie. Funeral Service will be held on Wednesday, April 14 th at 11 am at Esther Lutheran. Visitation
will be held at the church 1 hour prior to the service. Please hold Bea, Jean & Ben and family, John & Sara and
family in prayer as they mourn the passing of their husband, father and grandfather. Blessed be his memory.
The emphasis for our churches giving in April is LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF. LWR is a ministry of
U. S. Lutherans serving communities living in poverty overseas.
There are desperate needs around the world. Some are:
* Starving children in the Sudan. LWR operates the only health center in the region. That's because
when others leave, they stay behind.
* Masks for Haiti
* Food and supplies for those flooded in Uganda
* Seeds and tools for refuges to grow gardens in Sudan
Your love --and your gifts -- will help deliver lifesaving gifts to people who desperately need it.
So please, as God has blessed you, give what you can. A donation box is in the narthex or mail a check to
church designated for LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
Evangelism Committee
Our next Evangelism/Stewardship Meeting will be held Sunday, March 18 th following worship. All are welcome!

Lenten Soup & Sandwich
THANK YOU… for everyone who came. We had up to 37 people there for Soup and Sandwich.
THANK YOU… to everyone who brought soups… we had a great turnout and many different kinds.
THANK YOU… to everyone who donated to help cover the costs of purchasing some of the items. The extra
was donated to the Youth. We donated $154 to them.
THANK YOU… to everyone who helped set up, serve, and clean up.
THANK YOU… to the Esther Council for letting us do this.
Kathryn McDaniel & Luella Thom

WELCA
The last WELCA meeting was held via Zoom and in person March 14, 2021. Five were in person and one on
Zoom.
Our devotion was “Joy of Your Presence.”
We have $ 5,186.20 in our Memorial Fund and $ 1,630.43 in the checking account.
We decided to send Easter flowers to all of the same homebound ladies that we did at Christmas. Cindy
delivered the ones in Alexandria area. We wanted to spread a little Easter joy to them. (The extras made for a
very beautiful Easter Garden)
Joan Burquest has purchased all the fabric for the Senior Blankets, there will be seven of them this year. We
will need to set a date in April to get them done. We made a proposal of May 23 rd for Senior Recognition Day.
Sue was to send out messages to all the parents to see if that date would work for them.
As of now, there will be no WELCA Spring Conference meetings. The Synod is hoping to have the regular
Synod Convention in September. Looking at doing it in Moorhead, rather than way up north; thinking there
would be better attendance.
Rather than do Birthday Bags for the Food Shelf, we decided to do a collection of personal hygiene items to be
gathered and daily deposited in our boxes at home … including items for women, men, and children. We need
everyone to bring their boxes in April 11. We will bless the donations and get them to the Food Shelf the
following week.
“DO NOT FORGET TO BRING YOUR ITEMS, SUNDAY, APRIL 11 TH.”
We have decided we will begin serving lunches for funerals held at our church. All items will need to be
purchased, the WELCA will serve it. We have provided sandwiches and cake in the past, we will purchase that
for any funerals at this time.
We as the WELCA wanted to extend a “THANK YOU” to Marcia for the many years she has spent playing our
organ for Esther Lutheran.
NEXT MEETING … APRIL 11TH @ 8:30.
Check your calendars before coming Sunday…. Maybe find a night the WELCA ladies go out someplace for
dinner.

FROM THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE:
We have been bringing back more of the traditional worship service to our Sunday morning services. Singing
of the Holy, Holy, Holy as well as This Is the Feast have been the most recent to be added. We are adding the
singing of the Lord’s Prayer back in as well.
As you many have noticed, we also brought back the continuous communion for both of the Easter
services. We are using bread and wine. We are asking that ushers release the members by pew, you pull your
mask down to receive communion, put your mask back in place as you travel back to your seat. We also have
put instructions in the pews for reference as well for each Communion Sunday. If you are not comfortable
doing the traditional bread and wine, we still have the prefilled individual wafer/juice cups you can use for
communion.
Thanks to Diane Alveshire and Ivy Christianson for filling in when their schedule permits to play the
organ. We really appreciate their time and talents. The organ does really add to our service.
Music has been a little bit of a challenge right now. When either Ivy or Diane play, we are good. The Sundays
they cannot play, we need to use prerecorded music. We are subscribing to Red River Worship, a worship
website, whose leaders are recording hymns from our red hymnal. Every month Red River Worship adds more
hymns to their website. Committee will pick hymns that are available on the Red River website. For Easter we
wanted to include the traditional “Up From the Grave”, we went through about 6 or 7 renditions of it to find one
we were somewhat used to. Sue Ellwanger tries to find those hymns that have a voice leader to help us get
through the services better.
Once Sue finds them, she has to get the music for each part of the setting we use, as well as the hymns down
loaded in the right order to make it easy for upload at the right time during the church service. Technology can
still be a challenge on the day when you want to use it. It always does not come through the best for those on
Zoom. Our system does not have the capabilities to handle all the different settings we should have to make it
work better.
Thank you, Sue, for the extra work you have been doing to get our service and hymns downloaded and ready
for each Sunday. This takes a great deal of extra time to listen to all of these, and them get them
downloaded. YOU ARE DOING A GREAT JOB… THANK YOU!!
The Worship Committee
Submitted by Luella Thom
Thank you to those who helped on Easter Sunday by:
o
Setting up our beautiful Easter Garden.
o
The Altar Guild for all their help with the many changes in altar
clothes, stripping the altar and preparing for communion services.
o
Joan Burquest, Anna Hagen and Kathryn McDaniel for the tasty
Easter breakfast
o
And lastly, “Thank You” to everyone who worshipped with us!

Free Vaccination Event
Where: Hilltop Regional Kitchen, 131 Park Ave NW, Eagle Bend, MN
Date: April 15, 2021
Time: Doors will open at 1pm. Each participant will receive a schedule time between 1pm and
3:30pm. Please do not approach the doors or check-in area until 5-10 minutes before your scheduled
time to ensure proper social distancing and safety protocols. We also want to ensure adequate
parking is available close to the vaccination point.
Who: Priority for vaccinations will be given to the following individuals Persons 65 years or older and their Caregivers
 Persons with Disabilities
 Persons 50 years or older with medical condition and their Caregivers
 Individuals who may not meet the above criteria will be placed on a wait list to
determine if there is sufficient vaccine available for individuals outside of the criteria
listed above
Cost: There will be absolutely no cost to be vaccinated or any co-pay, however, if you have medical
insurance please bring your insurance card as the licensed vaccinator needs this information.
Appointment: Please call Kristy Roy Reid at 651-255-2361. If you receive a voicemail, please be
sure to leave your name and phone number and you will be called back promptly to schedule your
appointment.
Information Needed to Schedule Appointment: Name, Phone Number, Address, Date of Birth
Transportation: May be able to be provided by volunteers on a limited basis. Please inform the
scheduler if you are in need of transportation when you make your appointment

April 11-May 15, 2021
SUNDAY
April 11

MONDAY
12

8:30 am WELCA
9 am Sunday School

TUESDAY
13

14 Confirmation

10 am Zoom
Fellowship

6 pm Supper
McPhail family

19

9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship/Communion

20

21 Confirmation

10 am Zoom
Fellowship

6 pm Supper
Schlosser family

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

May 1

May 6

May 7

May 8

May 13

May 14

May 15

6:30 pm Class

11 am Stewardship/Evangelism
25

THURSDAY

6:30 pm Class

10 am Worship/Communion
18

WEDNESDAY

26

9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship

27

28 Confirmation

10 am Zoom
Fellowship

6 pm Potluck
Supper
Last night of
Confirmation

May 2

May 3

9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship w/Communion

May 9 Mother’s Day
8:30 am WELCA
9 am Sunday School (last day)
10 am worship

May 10

May 4

May 5

10 am Zoom
Fellowship

7 pm Church
Council

May 11

May 12

10 am Zoom
Fellowship
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