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Does God Have a Strategy?
One of my favorite authors asks this question, “Does God Have a Strategy?” in his book with that
same title.
In fact, Phillip Cary goes on to point out God’s strategy is one that works through and blesses God’s
chosen people in order that others will be blessed, “. . . I [God] will bless you [Abram (later Abraham)]
. . . [and] You will be a blessing [and through you] . . . All the families of the earth shall be blessed”
(Gen. 12:2b-3).
And yet, early in the biblical story there are some twists and turns.
There’s the sibling rivalry ending the life of one brother at the hands of a hot-headed brother named
Cain. Later there’s the heel-of-a-brother, Jacob, who steals his older brother’s birthright and his
blessing (from their blind and aging father). This has him on the run for fear of being killed by Esau.
And how can we forget the brother with the coat of many colors who’s on the receiving end of sibling
rivalry that landed Joseph in a pit and ultimately sold off into slavery.
So, while God has a strategy, our sibling rivalries can get in the way . . . Can’t they?
Yet, if God’s strategy culminates with Jesus entering into this world and entering into the messiness
of our lives . . . to include the rivalry that’s alive and kicking, then it’s a strategy to bless sinners with
life (forgiveness) that they share that same blessing of life (forgiveness) with others.
And when God’s strategy seems to fail on Good Friday and some disciples’ shoulders are slumped
and anxiety is running high while they head to Emmaus . . .
They encounter the risen Christ whom they can’t recognize at first, but later as they share a meal . . .
They get a glimpse over broken and blessed bread . . . A glimpse over a meal . . . A glimpse that
blesses those at the Lord’s table . . . A blessing to share with others.
Pr. Scott

IN OUR PRAYERS
Joan Arvidson

The families & friends of:

Colleen & Wilbur Burquest

Elsie Heiser

Kristy Fhyrie
Mike Heiser
Wally Skoglund
Lorraine Truax
Bruce Miller – father of Karin Wagner
Randy Pederson -brother of Al Pederson
Nicole Apodaca – friend of the Townsends
Megan Sheen – niece of Linda Arvidson
Bonnie - sister of Pastor Scott

OFFICIANT: Pastor Scott Hoecker
ORGANIST:
LAY READER: Kathryn McDaniel
ACOLYTES:
USHER: Mike Lage
GREETER:
ALTAR CARE: Deb Koep

Cindy Rachuy – sister of Dawn Kreidler
Donna Schlagen – friend of Luella & Dick
Thom

March Birthdays
03/01
03/01
03/01
03/02
03/03
03/03
03/05
03/08
03/10
03/12
03/14
03/14
03/15
03/16
03/25
03/28
03/30
03/30

Thea Arvidson
Craig Pomerenke
Cole Notch
Jean Barbee
Ella Ness
Emma Timm
Evalynn Grinager
Amanda Dobratz
Marcia Guenther
Emma Arvidson
Judy Thoennes
Kieda Wagner
Michael Wunderlich
Kiley Peterson
Nancy Bunde
Anya Wagner
Ken Robinson
Garret Wehking
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Emily Notch
Samantha Hoppe
Chad Stueve
Shelly Hoppe
Easton Arvidson
Jeff Koep
Jerry Anderson
Ernie Hart
Matt Burquest
Georgia Hart
Joseph Hoppe
Deb Sanvik
Megan Higgs
John Hoppe
Laurie Ratajesak
Jared Higgs
Megan Townsend
Larry Carlson
Morley Carlson
Elijah Denny
Jeff McPhail
Mark Wehking
Erin Krueger
Mark Kreidler

FEBRUARY 2021
Beginning Balance
Deposits
Disbursements
Ending Balance 02/28/2021

$5,702.31
$11,681.00
$12,815.99
$4,567.32

Contributions needed to date based on budget
Budgeted Contributions
$19,577.17
Actual Contributions
$14,587.00
Budget Shortfall
($- 4,248.10)

Evangelism/Stewardship
Evangelism/Stewardship committee met on Sunday,
February 21 with Pastor Scott, Margaret Wehking,
Cindy Skoglund, Sue Ellwanger, Megan and Jewel
Townsend in attendance. We discussed how it went
having Tammy Boushek from Love INC out on
February 14. Unfortunately those on Zoom were
unable to hear the presentation very well, but it was
good information about Love INC and the services
they provide in the community, along with all of the
various ways we can support their ministry.
We also discussed the focus ministries for the
coming year and the progress those contacting them
have made. Luther Crest will be here on March 7
(Jewel is contact), April will be Lutheran World
Relief (Margaret is contact), and May 16th will be
Habitat for Humanity (Margaret is contact).
Other items discussed were the sending out of
birthday cards to each member that we have birth
dates for. The WELCA have kindly provided the
stamps for this project. Jewel sent out January,
Cindy sent out February and will be doing March,
and Margaret is doing April. We are looking for
volunteers to take a month, so if you are interested
in helping with this project, please let Cindy
Skoglund know.
Megan brought up the idea of possibly starting a
prayer and announcements video for each week,
uploaded to Facebook and possibly the website, to
encourage prayer for our monthly focus ministries
and offer a unique volunteer opportunity for our
members. Megan will be researching this and
looking for volunteers to take a week.

Our next meeting will be Sunday, April 18th. All
are welcome to attend and we are always looking
for ideas to enhance our outreach program. If you
have suggestions, please contact one of the
committee members.
The following calendar is the tentative schedule for
the coming year of our Monthly Focus Ministries.
We are looking for individuals/groups/committees
to host a month (an example is the WELCA will be
planning the Thankoffering for November). If you
are interested in helping please contact a committee
member.
Evangelism
2021 Calendar Monthly Focus Ministries
January: Food Shelf - beans and paper products
February 14th: Love INC (Jewel)
March 7th: Luther Crest (Jewel)
April: Lutheran World Relief (Margaret)
May 16th: Habitat for Humanity (Margaret)
June: Eagles Nest (Pastor Scott)
July: Open
August: Picnic/Backpack Program
September: Someplace Safe
October: Lutheran Social Services
November: WELCA Thankoffering
December: ELCA Global Barnyard/Match

Thank you so much for the incredible amount of
food you donated to the Prairie Food shelf. Our
shelves were literally overflowing with all of the
items that came in. It was very much a blessing to
those who stop by the shelf!
Parkers Prairie Food Shelf
Jim and Linda Arvidson recently
celebrated their 50th Wedding
Anniversary. Congratulations on
your anniversary. They would
like to celebrate this special day
with all of us when we can all be
together again. Pray for this to
be over with soon so we can party together!!!

First Communion

requested someone from Churches United to visit
Esther to tell us what they do and who do they help.
They will be coming to Esther in the next couple
months to enlighten us.
We need to do the graduation blankets. Joan
Burquest has been getting the colors/designs for our
graduates. She purchases the material and WELCA
reimburses her. She has most of them purchased.
We will need to set up a schedule for April to get
these made.
Anderson Florist has sent us the order form for
flowers for Easter. These really help decorate the
front of our church for our Easter services. Please
see the order in the Narthex… complete and return
by March 21st.

Elora Suzanne Wagner, daughter of Bill and Karin
had her First communion on Sunday, February 21st.
God’s blessings on this milestone in her faith life.

For those families that
have had the first
communion class, we’re
inviting you to contact Sue
(via cell at 320-808-4920
or
secretary@estherlutheran.net) and schedule a date
for first communion for your family. Typically,
we have communion on the first and third Sundays let us know which Sunday works best and we’ll put
it on the calendar.

Dear WELCA Members:
Our last meeting was February 14th.
We have $ 5,186.20 in our savings account. We
have $ 1,840.43 in our checking account.
For years, we have received letters from Churches
United out of Fargo asking for donations. They are
an organization working to help those in need. We

We had suggested making up birthday bags to
donate to the Food Shelf. Luella brought a birthday
gift bag with cake mix, frosting, candles, etc.
Margaret talked to the Food Shelf and they said
they already have churches supplying these to the
Food Shelf. They suggested if we wanted to do
something, we do some personal hygiene items.
Please see the attached list. Suggest we gather these
items and bring to church “Holy Humor Sunday”,
which is the Sunday after Easter. We have those
items blessed and get to the food shelf.
The Evangelism Committee has been sending all
the members of the Esther Congregation birthday
cards. WELCA is providing stamps to send out the
birthday cards. If you are not listed on the Esther
Birthday list, please let the office know so we can
make sure you get a card from Esther.
Recently, I learned that Immanuel at Parkers has
been doing lunches for the funerals at their church.
After speaking with Pastor Lee, he said they have 6
ladies that have not been afraid of COVID serving
the lunches at the funerals. The food has been
purchased… mainly from Elden’s and they serve it.
They try to follow the process listed in the Lenten
Soup and Sandwich article. Will add this to our
agenda for our next meeting for discussion.
Our next meeting is March 14th @ 8:30 AM.
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Esther Lutheran Congregation

Women's Shampoo
Women's Hair Conditioner
Tooth Brush - adult
toothpaste
Women's Deodorant
Men's Shampoo
Men's Conditioner
Men's deodorant
Toothbrush- kids
Kids toothpaste
Hand Lotion
Bar of soap - women's
Bar of soap - men's
Hand sanitizer
Hand Soap
Shower Gel - women's
Shower Gel - men's
Shower Gel - kids
Toilet Paper-pkg of 4
Box of Kleenex
Bottle of dish soap
Hand Lotion
Feminine product
Box of band aids
pkg of disposable razors- women
pkg of disposable razors - men
Small first aid kit

Collect these items and bring them to church for a blessing on Sunday April 11 th, Holy Humour Sunday.

“We are doing Lent Soup and Sandwich”
There have been requests to have the Lenten Soup and Sandwich suppers. With the Council’s approval, we are
going to do this. Many have had vaccines, many have already had COVID, and many have been not afraid to go
out and be with people. Starting next Wednesday, March 10, we will have Soup and Sandwich at 6:00 PM.

WE REQUEST… IF YOU ARE NOT COMFORTABLE BEING WITH
PEOPLE …. OR EATING …. PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND.
We are asking some members of our congregation to bring soups… they will be hot so no worries about
COVID from them. We will purchase sandwiches and bars. The following process will be used to follow
guidelines.

Process we are requesting all of us follow:









Tables set up for 6 each … if we have lots of people who attend, we will set up tables in the Narthex
and/or the office area.
Please use hand sanitizer before going through soup line
Suggest wear masks through the food line
Soups from our congregation members … will be served into paper bowls by one of our designated
people.
Will purchase sandwiches … They will be served by a designated person.
Bars/dessert … will be purchased … and served by a designated person
Coffee and lemonade. It will be served by coffee pot/pitcher by designated person at your tables
Servers would be required to wear masks and of course would wear gloves to serve everyone.

Ephesians 4:32 … be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ forgave
you.
This is a difficult time for all of us… we need an opportunity to spread some love and kindness to our fellow
members of Esther Lutheran. Many members need to get out and we want to try to provide a space for those
who want to venture out and to be able to do this at church.
If you are willing to make a soup for next week, please let Kathryn Daniel or Luella Thom know. We want to
have 6 soups for that night.
If you are not comfortable with how something is being done, please contact Luella about your thoughts you
think we should review. “We’re holding Lenten suppers in keeping with Esther’s annual meeting

vote to move forward with them in a way that is in keeping with public health guidance.”
(FYI .. Immanuel Lutheran in Parkers has been following the above process and serving funerals at their church.
We should be able to make this work at Esther with our congregation.)
Luella Thom

News from Council:
Hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful weather! Not much to report from our council meeting.
We elected our new officers for 2021:
President: Brady Arvidson
Vice President: Scott Hart
Secretary: Mandy Arvidson
Financial Secretary: Jewel Townsend
Treasurer: Joan Burquest



We also want to welcome our new members Mike Lage, Jewel Townsend, and Kat McDaniel!
It was also voted on to have our Soup & Sandwiches for the remaining Wednesdays of Lent. Luella
Thom will chair this event. Installation for Council members will be held Sunday, March 14 th.
 Diane Alveshere has been playing piano/organ for us once a month. Hopefully we can find someone else
to cover the remaining Sundays.
Our next meeting is Wednesday, April 7th at 7:30 pm.

The emphasis for our churches giving in April is LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF. LWR is a ministry of
U. S. Lutherans serving communities living in poverty overseas.
There are desperate needs around the world. Some are:
* Starving children in the Sudan. LWR operates the only health center in the region. That's because
when others leave, they stay behind.
* Masks for Haiti
* Food and supplies for those flooded in Uganda
* Seeds and tools for refuges to grow gardens in Sudan
Your love --and your gifts -- will help deliver lifesaving gifts to people who desperately need it.
So please, as God has blessed you, give what you can. A donation box is in the narthex or mail a check to
church designated for LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
Evangelism Committee

Holy Week Schedule
Sunday, March 28th Palm Sunday
Thursday, April 1st Maundy Thursday
Friday, April 2nd Good Friday
Sunday, April 4th Easter Sunday

10 am Worship
7 pm Worship w/Holy Communion
7 pm Worship Tenabrae Service
8 am and 10 am Worship w/Holy Communion

March 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

7
9 am Sunday School

8

10 am Worship
w/Communion in person and
by Zoom
14
8:30 am WELCA

15

9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship both in
person and by Zoom
21

22

9 am Sunday School
10 am Youth led Worship in
person and by Zoom
28 Palm Sunday
9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship
w/Communion in person and
by Zoom

29

TUESD
AY
2

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3
7 pm Mid-Week Lent Worship
7:30 Council

4

5

6

9
10 am
Zoom
Coffee
Hour

10
6 pm Lent Soup & Sandwich

11

12

13

16
10 am
Zoom
Coffee
Hour

17
6 pm Lent Soup & Sandwich

18

19

20

23
10 am
Zoom
Coffee
Hour

24

25

26

27

30

31

April 1
Maundy Thursday

April 2
Good Friday

April 4

7 pm Worship
w/Communion in
person and Zoom

7 pm Worship
Tenebrae -in
person and Zoom

10 am
Zoom
Coffee
Hour

7 pm Mid-Week Lent Worship

7 pm Mid-Week Lent Worship

6 pm Lent Soup & Sandwich
7 pm Mid-Week Lent Worship

Easter
Sunday
8 am & 10am
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