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From Quick Fix to Spirit-Led Innovation (in an Uncertain Age) 

 
 
This week (as I write this), I was asked to think about what we, at Esther, can do to grow the church. 
On the surface, this seems like a pretty straight-forward question.  
 
I mean we’ve been “doing” church, so to speak, since 1893. We just need to do what we’ve always 
done - right? There was a time when Esther, like most churches, was growing rapidly.  
 
Yet, something has changed as most mainline churches have had declining membership since 1971. 
The percentages range from -14 percent to -55 percent (1971-2010, in Zscheile/Van Gelder, 
Participating in God’s Mission, 20). 
 
My professor from seminary, Dr. Zscheile, would say that the culture has changed and that it’s not 
Esther’s (or the church’s) fault in his book The Agile Church (33). 
 
The ways in which the church shared and embodied the gospel is not connecting as easily as it used 
to because the culture has changed.  
 
So, most of the time, churches look for a quick fix . . . Something we’ve done in the past that worked 
and we try that.  
 
Unfortunately, the quick fix (or what used to work in the past) was geared for the culture at the time it 
was first successful. So, we assume the quick fix will work today (like it did in the past). Unfortunately, 
today’s culture no longer resembles the culture of 20, 30, 40, or 50 years ago.  
 
So, if the quick fix isn’t connecting with the culture of today, then, what can Esther do moving 
forward? 
 
Perhaps most importantly is to recognize that God has a mission and is a minister already at work in 
the neighborhood and in our neighbor.  
 
If that’s the case, Dr. Zscheile invites us to consider two practices: listening and experimenting. We 
can ground ourselves in God’s word - listening to scripture to shape our imagination around God’s 
story and work in the world. 
 
We can also listen to each other’s stories and our neighbors’ stories to discern God already at work in 
their lives.           (continued on following page) 



 
 
Finally, we can experiment and learn as we try on new ways of sharing/embodying the gospel that 
hopefully connects to a culture that has changed.  
 
Yet, we recognize that God’s already at work as we’re discerning that work and joining in (with our 
experiments to learn and see what connects and what doesn’t).  
 
To be clear, I’m not advocating throwing out the historical ways of being church. In fact, I believe it 
would be wise to discern a “useable” past to carry forward while also experimenting with some new 
ways of embodying the gospel. 
 
In short, we’re invited to let go of the quick fix, in order to follow God (already at work) into the 
neighborhood. And as we listen to God and others, we’re invited to experiment and see what 
connects and what doesn’t.  
 
And maybe, just maybe, we’ll experience God’s Spirit leading Esther’s innovative efforts, not for our 
sake, but for the sake of our neighbor in need.  
 
 
Pr. Scott 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Our Prayers 

 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Lorraine Truax   Cindy Skoglnd  

Samara Price     Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Gloria Rosenquist 

Megan Sheen - niece of Linda Arvidson    Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Rozanne Chamberlain  Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

The families and friends of: 

+ Wally Skoglund 

+ Norma Miller – mother of Karin Wagner 

+ Gladys Busch – mother of Judy Thoennes 

+ David Heard – father of Bev Arvidson 

+ Robert Nelson – father of Jennifer Higgs and Leann Aldrich 

+ Doris Paulson



February Birthdays 

2/02  Clara Pogose 
2/04  Lois Rosenquist 
2/05  Dustin Pomeranz 
2/05  Sarah Pomeranz 
2/06   Michael Grinager 
2/06   Peyton Skoglund 
2/08  Tom Burquest 
2/11    Sherri Rupert 
2/12    Karsyn Lorine 
2/20  Michael Lorine 
2/21   Mike Townsend 
2/22   Cody Rupert 
2/23  Amelia Arvidson 
2/24   Lisa Arvidson 
2/26  Rylee Zystra 
2/27    David Arvidson 
2/28    Gloria Rosenquist 
 

March Birthdays 
 
03/01 Thea Arvidson    
03/01 Craig Pomerenke 
03/02 Jean Barbee 
03/03 Ella Ness 
03/03 Emma Timm 
03/03   Vik Nash 
03/05 Evalynn Grinager 
03/08 Amanda Dobratz 
03/10 Marcia Guenther 
03/12 Emma Arvidson 
03/14 Judy Thoennes 
03/14 Kieda Wagner 
03/15 Michael Wunderlich 
03/16 Kiley Peterson 
03/25 Nancy Bunde 
03/28 Anya Wagner 
03/30 Garret Wehking 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

February Meeting 
 

 Welcome Becky Arvidson, Dennis 
Rosenquist and Rodney Peterson to the 
board. 

 Elected Brady Arvidson as chairman and 
Mike Lage as vice chairman. 

 Elected Kathryn McDaniel as secretary. 
 Jewel Townsend will remain financial 

secretary. 
 Joan Burquest will remain treasurer for the 

church. 
 Council approved continuing with A & B 

Business Solutions for a 63-month copy 
machine lease (The monthly lease includes 
toner, parts, labor, service, maintenance and 
2,300 mono and 800 color pages per month). 

 A fund will be established for donations to 
the Tech Fund. The monies received will be 
place in the building fund until enough 
money is raised for purchasing and 
installation of the equipment. Please make 
out checks to Esther Lutheran Church and 
add “Tech Fund” in the memo line. 

 A committee will begin on updating the 
constitution. 

 A savings account will be set up especially 
dedicated for a Camp Fund. 

 Worship and Evangelism will keep updating 
the council on a once-a-month Wednesday 
evening service. 

 Congregation Meeting will be held March 
15th 

o To elect council members 
o Update by Technology Committee 
o Revisiting the Pork Chop Dinner 

held jointly with Faith 
Cake and Coffee will be served following 
the meeting 

 
 
 



 The Annual Meeting was held this year on January 
30th following worship.    

A summary of the Annual Meeting: 
 

 

*All financials were approved, as corrected, that 
were printed in the information packets. 
 
* We voted to increase our donation to Luther Crest 
Bible Camp from $600.00 to $1000.00. 
 

*The 2022 budget was approved as presented with 
the additional $400.00 added to Luther Crest. The 
total budget for 2022 is $123,240.00 
 
*Christy Hart volunteered to be Birthday Sunday 
Chairman. 
 
*Auditors for 2022 will be Stephanie Stueve, Elaine 
Fyhrie and Anna Hagen. 
 
*Marcia Guenther will be the chair for the Lenten 
Soup and Sandwich suppers. They will begin on 
Wednesday, March 9th at 6:00 p.m. Please watch for 
sign-up sheets to provide for the meals. 
 
*Brady Arvidson volunteered be 1 of our voting 
member to the Synod Assembly which will be held 
virtually on May 21st. We still need 1 more voting 
member. 

 

*Nancy Bunde will be delegate for Luther Crest.  
 

*Jeff Koep and David Arvidson were reelected to 
the Cemetery Board. 
 
*Dennis Rosenquist and Becky Arvidson were 
elected to the Council to replace Justin Schlosser & 
Mandy Arvidson, who served 6 years. Rodney 
Peterson was elected for a 1-year term. 

 
*It appears that the Pork Chop dinner held jointly 
with Faith will not happen this year.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Kathryn McDaniel & Anna Hagen will cochair the 
Bingo Fundraiser at the Parkers Prairie Fall 
Festival.  

  
*We voted not to do the Traveling Christmas 
program. Many of the area care facilities are not 
allowing groups at their facilities. 
 

*This past year we had 1 Christmas Eve Service at 
8:30 p.m.  It was well attended and we will set the 
Christmas Eve service at 8:30 p.m. for 2022. 
 
*Worship by the Water will be held on Sunday, July 
10th. It again will be held at Rodney Peterson’s. 
 

* Jewel Townsend has been hard at work this past 
year keeping our church website current. 
 

* Luella Thom, Karin Wagner, Nancy Bunde and 
Dennis Rosenquist will work this year to update our 
congregation’s constitution. 
 

* Jewel Townsend gave a presentation of the work 
from the Tech Committee.  Bids are being finalized 
for technology upgrades.  
+Camera for streaming, 
 + TV Monitor for worship display  
+Upgraded sound board for better audio.   
It was approved to go ahead with the project. Please 
see the separate article for further information. 
 

* Jewel Townsend also presented information from 
the Evangelism Committee about starting a Camp 
Scholarship Fund to monetarily assist our youth 
attending camp. This was approved by those in 
attendance. Please see the separate article for 
further information. 
 
*Thank you to Mandy Arvidson and Justin 
Schlosser for serving on the church council for the 
past six years. Thank you to Kevin Bunde for his 
time on the council 

 



 

Tech Committee 

 

The Tech Committee will be taking donations to 
go towards the following technology upgrades as 
was approved in the congregational meeting: 
 -camera for streaming services 
 - tv monitor for worship display 
- digital sound system 
 If you are interested in donating to the technology 
fund, please make checks payable to “Esther 
Lutheran Building Fund” and in the memo line put 
“designated to technology fund”.  Once we have 
enough funds raised, we will proceed with the 
purchase and installation of the above items.  We 
are currently still finalizing bids, but estimated costs 
are around $25,000. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These graphics are for illustration purposes only, 
not the actual equipment we would purchase. 

 

 

 

Camp Fund 

 

As approved at the congregational meeting, Esther 
will be starting a fund to help assist families of 
our young members in paying for camp.  For 
2022, a week (Sunday -Thursday) at Luther Crest 
Bible Camp costs $599 if registered by Feb 14, or 
$699 if registered on or after Feb 15.  Currently the 
church will pay up to $100 for youth faith building 
camps or events, per year, upon request by the 
youth.  The WELCA will pay up to $40 for youth 
faith building camps or events, per year, upon 
request by the youth.   

The new “camp fund” is intended to additionally 
assist families to pay for camp.  Because this will be 
an ongoing effort of our church, council is looking 
at starting an endowment fund with a 
board/committee to facilitate the fund, and grant 
scholarships for camp and other faith enrichment 
events and opportunities.   

This will be a topic of further discussion at the 
March Council meeting and Congregational 
meeting on March 13.  Please prayerfully consider 
how you might want to contribute to this effort with 
your time, talent or treasure. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WELCA 

We met Sunday, January 9th @ 8:30 AM.  We had 6 
people in person and two by zoom… 
 

We did not have a treasurer’s report to know how 
much we have in our account. 
 

We still have fleece tie blankets … small ones to tie 
and donate someplace.  These are the ones that were 
to go to the Synod Convention in September. 
 

We now have two good scissors that Gloria 
provided, as well as a scissors donated by Audrey 
Arvidson.  
 

We decided to do the toiletry items again this year 
… starting on February 14.  The list is included 
with the newsletter.  Hoping we can get the great 
participation we did last year. 
 

If you notice, the table at the end of the serving 
counter is gone.  There is now a permanent 
extension in its place with a stainless-steel top.  It 
looks great …. and will be easy to clean.  Also, it 
has extra storage as it seems we never have enough.  
The pull-out drawers were installed in the cupboard 
with the pots and pans as well.   
 
There was a determination that the fabric closet 
under the stairway needed to be cleaned out.  We 
reviewed a bunch of items right after the meeting.  
There were a number of small pieces etc that were 
donated to the Amish (Donna delivered them).   
Some items were donated to the Rose City Quilting 
Crew (Margaret delivered them).   The closet is 
mostly cleared out with things organized.  There is 
still some to do.  
  
There were 3 pair of old scissors in the storage 
room, Margaret got them sharpened so they should 
be good for quilting now. 
 

There are 28 quilt tops done … ready for quilting.  
(the Quilt group has started meeting the first and 
third Thursdays now if you want to be part of this) 
 

We found 3 boxes of old Choir music in there.  
They date back to 1953.  They are currently sitting 
in the Narthex.  If anyone is interested in some 
music, help yourself.  We will find a home/or 
dispose of it in the next couple weeks. 
 
 

 
 
There is a large amount of felt in two containers in 
this room.  If anyone is doing any church projects 
that need felt, check what we currently have before 
purchasing any more. 
 

We also found a number of pieces of fleece.  Joan is 
seeing what can be used for our senior blankets. 
The mice had gotten in this room …. The only thing 
they totally destroyed were two bars of ivory soap 
that was in there. 
 

You can keep up to date with WELCA items on our 
website now.  Jewel is putting this information on it 
now. 
 

The Evangelism Committee is sending out birthday 
cards again.  If anyone can take a month to do, it 
would be appreciated. 
 

Update …. Global Barnyard ..we were hoping to 
raise $ 715.00 … ended up with $ 1200.05!!  Great 
job!! 
 
Luella Thom 
WELCA President 
 

Quilting 
 

Quilting is happening on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
of the month.  We begin around 9 am and work 
until 3 – 4 pm. Please bring a bag lunch.  
 
Everyone (men and women) are welcome to come 
and help make quilts.  
 
Come when you can and leave when you need to. 
We will be happy to have you help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TOILETRY ITEMS 
 
FEBRUARY 14 - Women's Shampoo 
 

FEBRUARY 15 - Women's Hair Conditioner 
 

FEBRUARY 16 - Tooth Brush - adult 
 

FEBRUARY 17 - Toothpaste 
 

FEBRUARY 18 - Women's Deodorant 
 
FEBRUARY 19 - Men's Shampoo 
 

FEBRUARY 20 - Men's Conditioner 
 

FEBRUARY 21 - Men's deodorant 
 

FEBRUARY 22 - Toothbrush- kids 
 

FEBRUARY 23 - Kids toothpaste 
 

FEBRUARY 24 - Hand Lotion 
 

FEBRUARY 25 - Bar of soap - women's 
 

FEBRUARY 26 - Bar of soap - men's 
 

FEBRUARY 27 - Hand sanitizer 
 

FEBRUARY 28 - Hand Soap 
 

MARCH 1 - Shower Gel - women 
 

MARCH 2 - Shower Gel - men 
 

MARCH 3 - Shower Gel – kids 
 

MARCH 4 - Toilet Paper-pkg of 4 
 

MARCH 5 - Box of Kleenex 
 

MARCH 6 - Bottle of dish soap 
 

MARCH 7 - Hand Lotion 
 

MARCH 8 - Feminine products 
 

MARCH 9 - Box of band aids 
 

MARCH 10 - pkg of disposable razors 
 

MARCH 11 - pkg of disposable razors 
 
MARCH 12 – Small First Aid Kit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Hilltop Regional Kitchen, located in Eagle 
Bend, Minnesota, provides the kitchen facilities 
where meals for communities across Central 
Minnesota are prepared. From this location, LSS 
Meals, a service of Lutheran Social Service of 
Minnesota (LSS), produces meals for 10 
communities in our region.  This includes LSS 
Meals on Wheels and frozen meals shipped through 
LSS Meals to Go. LSS also offers on-site 
community dining at Hilltop Regional Kitchen. Our 
mission is to maintain a facility that meets the 
nutritional and social needs of residents in our 
region.  We look forward to serving you, your 
family and friends! 
 
Healthy shipped meals available to older 
Minnesotans through LSS 
LSS Meals equips older adults to live healthier, 
more active and independent lives and makes eating 
fun and easy. 
 
Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota offers frozen, 
shipped meals to older adults statewide through its 
LSS Meals to Go service. 
 
LSS Meals equips older adults to live healthier, 
more active and independent lives and makes eating 
fun and easy. They also serve individuals 
experiencing food insecurities or who need 
assistance with nutrition or nutrition requirements. 
The meals are designed by a licensed, registered 
dietitian to ensure that they are healthy and 
nutritious. Plus, nutritionally modified meals are 
available for individuals with special dietary needs, 
such as those who have diabetes or require a 
controlled sodium, low fat or low cholesterol diet. 
This service also provides healthy meal options to 
older adults in rural areas who may not have access 
to regular, nutritious meals. 
 
“We are grateful to be able to offer these healthy 
and delicious meals for older adults,” said Kristin 
Quenzer, senior director of LSS Meals, in a press 
release. “It’s a service that’s rapidly growing in 
popularity to address many different needs for older 
adults — especially at this time during our cold  
winters and an ongoing pandemic that make it more 
difficult to visit the grocery store.” 
 
                               (Article continued on next page) 
 



 
Luann is an older adult who utilizes the LSS Meals 
to Go service. It’s hard for her to stand for long 
periods of time, which then makes cooking a 
challenge, too. 
 
“These meals enhance my life so much. Without 
them, I know I would have to resort to eating more 
convenience foods that are fast to prepare, but not 
very healthy,” Luann said in a press release. “The 
meals are absolutely marvelous for older adults who 
have difficulty shopping for groceries or cooking 
healthy meals.” 
 
Since the start of the pandemic, LSS Meals has 
experienced a dramatic increase in meals requested. 
In 2020, they shipped 8,082 total meals, and in 2021 
they shipped 21,623 meals. Currently, 750 meals 
are shipped out weekly. 
Meals are covered for Minnesotans who use any of 
the following waiver programs: Alternative Care , 
Brain Injury , Community Access for Disability 
Inclusion , Developmental Disabilities and Elderly 
Waiver. These waiver programs provide support to 
individuals in their home or community, rather than 
in an institutional setting. 
 
Meals are also available to anyone in Minnesota 
who could benefit from healthy meals shipped 
directly to their homes. Each shipment includes 14 
frozen meals and the cost is about $9 per meal, 
which includes the shipping cost. 
To order meals, visit lssmn.org/mealstogo or call 
800-488-4146. 
 
 
This article was in the Alexandria Echo Press on 
Friday February 4th. Reprinted with permission. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

6 

9 am Sunday School 
 

10 am Worship w/Communion 
 

2 pm St. Williams (Pastor Riggle) 
 

7 

 

8 

 

9 
Confirmation 
 

6 pm Supper Evie Grinager family 
 
6:30 - 8pm Class 
 

10 11 12 

13 
8:30 am WELCA 
 

9 am Sunday School 
 

10 am Worship -S.S. Kids Sing 
 

2 pm St. Williams (Pastor Hoecker) 

14 15 16 
Confirmation 
6 pm Supper Peyton Skoglund Family 
 
6:30 -8 pm Class 

17 
 
9 am 
Quilting 

18 19 

20 

9 am Sunday School 

10 am Worship w/Communion 

2 pm St. Williams (Pastor Schwarz) 

21 22 23 Confirmation Students: Please attend 
worship. 

Ash Wednesday 

7 pm Worship w/Imposition of Ashes and 
Communion 

24 25 26 

27 

9 am Sunday School 

10 am Worship 

2 pm St Williams (Pastor Lee) 

28 March 1 March 2 

6 pm Lent Soup and Sandwich Supper 

7 pm Midweek Lenten Service 

 

March 3 

9 am 
Quilting 

 

March 4 

 

 

 

March 5 

 

 

 

March 6 

 9 am Sunday School  
 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
 
2pm Worship at St. Williams (Pr. Stout)   
 

March 7 

 

March 8 

 

 

March 9 

6 pm Lent Soup and Sandwich Supper 

7 pm Midweek Lenten Service 

 

March 10 

 

 

March 11 March 12 

February 2022 
 



Esther Lutheran Church 
11019 625th Ave. 
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