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Why the Narrative Lectionary? 
 
 
One of my favorite biblical scholars tells a story of a class he taught in a local congregation, “I was 
teaching a two-week series on biblical poetry and was introducing the topic by pointing out the use of 
poetry at certain key junctures in the Bible. I had mentioned several examples from the Old 
Testament and had just turned to the New Testament.  
 
I began with the role of prophetic poetry at the start of Jesus’s ministry (the citation from Isa. 40:3; 
Mal. 3:1; and Exod. 23:20 in Mark 1:2) and then moved to the Passion Narratives, at which point I 
quoted Jesus’s well-known ‘cry of dereliction’ from the cross: ‘My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?’6—in the King James Version, no less (to tap the recall of the elderly audience).  
 
Given what I had just said, I figured the class was following me and that it was relatively clear that this 
saying from the cross was (a) poetic and (b) a citation from the Old Testament.  
 
So I asked the class . . . what Jesus was quoting. Where, I questioned, did his words come from? 
Total silence. No one knew.  
 
Or if they did know, they certainly weren’t telling. But the pause was long enough and the silence 
deafening enough to make it clear to me that this wasn’t a case of being tight-lipped. It was a case of 
not knowing.  
 
One sweet-faced, white-haired woman finally shook her head, confirming my suspicion. No, they did 
not know the answer to my question. Not even this elderly group of ‘saints’ knew that Jesus’s cry was 
a direct quotation of Psalm 22.  
 
That’s when I realized, in a way that I had never realized before, that the Old Testament was dying” 
(Strawn, The Old Testament is Dying, Loc. 390ff). 
 
So, one reason for using the Narrative lectionary is to share the Old Testament stories (and world 
view) of the kind of God revealed to not only Adam and Eve, but to the patriarchs (Abraham, Issac, 
and Jacob) and beyond to the people of Israel (https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/narrative-
lectionary/, accessed May 3, 2022). 
 
 
And in hearing these stories, we’re invited to learn about our common human condition and God’s 
response. For instance, our cries for help when oppressed by the Pharaohs' of this world, and God 
freeing the oppressed by opening a path through the Red Sea, thus allowing God’s people to escape 
the high speed chase of Pharaoh's army. 



 
 
Another reason for using the Narrative lectionary is that the entire breadth of scripture is shared 
beginning with a story about creation starting in September and then follows the major characters and 
plot lines through mid-December. Then, one of the four gospels becomes the focus and follows the 
main stories of that gospel through the Sunday after Easter. Then, the lectionary follows Acts and the 
letters through Pentecost.  
 
In other words, we’re reading from the beginning (Genesis and the story of creation) through the Old 
Testament and into the New Testament with Jesus’ birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension to 
sending of the Holy Spirit and Pentecost (and how the gospel spread from there in Acts and Paul’s 
letters). 
 
In brief, the narrative lectionary gives us the gift of story. It’s a story we’re invited to inhabit and place 
ourselves in and in so doing we become aware (with the Holy Spirit’s help) of our common human 
condition and God’s response that’s always on our side and the side of liberation. 
 
For as Jesus said, “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). 
 
 
Pr. Scott 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High School Graduate Recognition 

On Sunday, May 15th, during worship we will recognize our graduating high school seniors. 
Ty Lenzen 
Andrew Sansness 
Emma Timm 
Daniel Townsend 
We will have a cake/punch reception for the graduates beginning at 9:00 am that morning. During worship they 
will share with us their future plans and receive a tie blanket to remember Esther.  
 
We also want to recognize our post-secondary graduates: 

o Susan Hart, Bachelors of Science Majoring in Crop and Weed Science NDSU  

 



 

May Worship Assignments 

Ushers: Rick Arvidson, Mike Lage 
Lay Reader: Terri Grinager 
Altar Guild: Deb Koep 
Communion Assistant: Bev Arvidson 
Acolytes:  May 1: Calie Schlosser, Isaiah Schlosser 
       May 8: Evalynn Grinager 
                  May 15: Colby Schlosser 
                  May 22: Evalynn Grinager 
       May 29: Taya Arvidson 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Dave & Nancy Bunde 

      Mike & Terri Grinager 
      Trent & Anna Hagen 

                                          Russ & Jennifer Higgs 
                                          Dennis & Gloria Rosenquist 
Birthday Card Sender:   Margaret Wehking 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Lorraine Truax  Cindy Skoglund  

Gloria Rosenquist  Jerry & Yuvonne Anderson   

Russ Beireis 

 Bruce Miller - father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Rozanne Chamberlain  Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 
For the Ukrainian people, their leaders and those defending them. 

 

 

 

 



May Birthdays 

05/01 Kyle Grinager 
05/01 Danny Townsend 
05/02 Amanda Arvidson 
05/04 Robert Hoppe 
05/05 Jennifer Higgs 
05/05 Kelly McPhail 
05/05 Dennis Rosenquist 
05/05 Christopher Skoglund 
05/06 Joan Arvidson 
05/07 Mark Ratajesak 
05/07 Kolten Wunderlich 
05/08 Anna Hagen 
05/10 Tyler Arvidson 
05/12 Kevin Bunde 
05/12 Camryn Schlosser 
05/13 Liam Arvidson 
05/17 Luella Thom 
05/19 Logan Arvidson 
05/20 Kylie Velde 
05/22 Andrew Sansness 
05/23 Lance Klimek 
05/24 Tanner Wambeke 
05/26 Bree Sansness 
05/26 Avery Stueve 
05/27 Grayson Timm 
05/28 Lisa Wunderlich 
05/29 Mary Robinson 
 

June Birthdays  
06/01 Jack Olson  
06/01 Al Pederson  
06/02 Darwin Hart  
06/02 Amber Ness  
06/03 Kilen Klimek  
06/04 Adam Grabow  
06/06 Rebecca Orth  
06/08 Kayla Thoennes  
06/09 Rachel Denny  
06/12 Wilbur Burquest  
06/13 Aria Nordlund  
06/15 Devin Steele  
06/16 Michelle Moyle  
06/21 Lane Hagen  
06/23 Dominic Hart  
06/23 Scott Hart  
06/28 Rob Stanley  
06/29 Hailie Lenzen  
06/30 Bode Wagner 
 

 

 

 

April 2022 

Beginning Balance 04/01/2022                -601.57 
Deposits                                                10,691.30  
Disbursements                                        9,694.45 
 
Checkbook Balance 04/30/2022            395.28 
 

Contributions needed to date based on budget 
Budgeted Contributions     41,080.00 
Actual Contributions                              33,053.50 
Budget Shortfall                                   (- 8,026.50) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the past year a random Sunday is 
chosen to be “Lucky Sunday”. In April Palm 
Sunday was “Lucky Sunday”.  Sharon Carlson was 
April’s winner of a treat.  

 

At the May Meeting the council approved using the 
Esther portion of the proceeds from the Pork Chop 
Dinner held jointly with Faith Lutheran and the 
proceeds from Bingo held during Fall festival in 
Parkers Prairie to go towards the newly established 
Esther Lutheran Camp and Spiritual Growth Fund. 

 

Welcome Eleanor Thompson by transfer to our 
community of Esther. 

 

 



Thank you 
Thank you to Devin Steele, Orran Hart, Kad 
Wehking, Laura Hagel and Anya Wagner for 
leading our Holden Evening Prayer at Esther’s 
Midweek Lenten Worship 
 

Thank you to everyone who provided soups, 
sandwiches and helped in the kitchen on 
Wednesday evenings during our Lent soup 
suppers. And to the youth-thank you for providing 
desserts, serving punch and coffee and helping in 
the kitchen with clean up. Most of all, “Thank you” 
to everyone who attended, we had an incredible 
attendance. 
 

Thank you to our Confirmation students for 
presenting the skits during the Midweek Services. 
 

Thank you to our musicians who used their 
musical talents and played during our Palm Sunday 
and Easter worship services:  

Samara Price     Evy Grinager      

Laney Grinager Arewen Dobratz   

Orran Hart  Bri Skoglund 

Peyton Skoglund Devin Steele 

Isaac Grabow  Anna Hagen 

Kristy Pederson Rachel Denny 

Thank you to Karin Wagner and Sue Ellwanger 
for being our Sunday worship cantors. 

Thank you to our youth and their leaders Anna 
Hagen and Kat McDaniel for the providing and 
serving the delicious Easter Breakfast. 
 

Thank you to anyone, who in any way, the 
ushers, readers, communion servers, altar care 
helped during the Lenten and Easter worship 
services 

Thank you to Marcia Guenther for chairing the 
soup and sandwich suppers, and playing during 
the Midweek Lent Worship. Thank you also, for 
working with the youth and organizing the special 
music and playing the organ on Easter Sunday. 

 

Thank you to our congregation members for 
attending the mid-week services. We averaged 80 
members each week for the midweek services. 

 

 

 

Easter at Esther 
 
 

 
Youth Garage Sale being planned for June 10th and 
11th as you are spring cleaning or ready to purge 
items, the youth will be glad to take them off your 



hands. Please contact Joan Burquest 218-640-7827 
with any questions.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The youth of Esther are selling stock as a fundraiser 
for their trip to Kentucky to see the Ark Encounter 
& other attractions. 
  

Stock cost is $10 per stock, you may buy as many 
stock as you would like. You can indicate on the 
stock form if you would like to support the entire 
group or a specific individual. 
  
As a stockholder you are entitled to: 

 Access to our facebook page which will 
have daily pictures and updates during our 
trip 

 Receipt of a postcard or communication 
during the trip 

 Invitation to a presentation of the trip by our 
youth followed by fellowship time with 
treats provided 

 
 

 

 

Thank you! 

 
To Esther Lutheran Church: 
 
Thank you for the Easter Lily. It was a joy for me to 
work with such kind, considerate members.  
 
One year I planted my Easter Lily in my garden in 
the spring. And come fall…it bloomed again! I 
might try that again. 
  Thanks, 
  Ivy Christensen 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Please update your directory for Lois Rosenquist-
Henningsgaard. 

Lois Rosenquist-Henningsgaard 
Arabella Manor  
1010 Darling Ave. East 
Apt. 105 
Alexandria, MN 56308 
 

 
 
Welcome to our newest family member at 
Esther. 
Eleanor Thompson has transferred her membership 
to Esther from St. Stephen Lutheran in 
Bloomington.  
 

Eleanor Thompson 
St. Williams Living Center 
Box 30 
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 
218-338-6820



 
 
 
 
WELCA met on April 10th, at 8:30 with 5 in person and 1 via zoom. 
 
Important dates to remember: 
July 31st: Ice Cream social along with polka service 
August 1: Luther Crest quilts or crafts to be submitted 
August 23-23: Luther Crest Auction – online 
Sept 16-17: Annual NWMN SWO convention in Fergus Falls, hosted by Conference 7 and our Conference 8 

  
The Quilt Group completed 45 quilts this winter. We had the blessing of them April 24th so we could pack them 
to send out.  They were distributed to Lutheran World Relief, Someplace Safe, Todd County Social Service.  
Margaret was helping at Rose City Free Church and we donated some fabric etc to them, so they donated 8 
quilts to go to Lutheran World Relief also. We do have 5 remaining.  If anyone hears of someone in need, 
please let us know and we can get to that family. (See picture of quilts the day of the blessing)   
 

Quilts for Lutheran World Relief need to be at Pollman’s Transfer in Wadena June 6-10th. 
 

The Conference 8 Spring Gathering was held April 28th at Shalom.  Someplace Safe was lifted up for this event.  
They provided the speaker and we all donated a number of items from their list. 
Interesting statistic: In Douglas County they helped 584 people in 2021 .. with 8,080 touches.  (A touch is if 
they made phone calls, went shopping for them, anything they would have done to for these 584 people.)  That 
is an incredible amount of people needing help in 2021. 
 

We purchased Easter flowers for the homebound again. We hope they all enjoyed their flowers.  It really added 
to our Easter Garden on Easter Sunday. 
 

The WELCA is looking to purchase a Funeral Pall for urns.  We have a couple picked out and will finalize the 
discussion on May 8th and get it purchased.  
 

The Senior blankets were tied and are in for embroidery by Jakki Wehking so they can be done in time for 
Senior Recognition Day, May 15th.  Martha Circle is in charge of serving that day…cake, nuts/mints, coffee, 
and punch.  Come wish our graduates “Good Luck”.  Danny Townsend, Andrew Sansness, Emma Timm, and 
Ty Lenzen. 
 

Five of our youth:  Laura Hagel, Kiley Peterson, Devin Steele, Kad Wehking, Anya Wagner are going on a 
Youth Trip since the Youth Convention was cancelled again this year.  The WELCA is donating $ 100 to each 
of the youth as well as the 2 chaperones. 
 
Next meeting is May 8th at 8:30 a.m. We 
welcome ALL WOMEN TO ATTEND. 
 
Luella Thom, President 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Pork Chop Dinner 
 
Please make sure you have FRIDAY, JULY 15th on your calendar for the Pork Chop Dinner at Faith Lutheran 
in Miltona.  We will be getting posters ready and a sign-up sheet for EVERYONE to sign up to help in early 
June.   
 

We have been able to hold the price to $ 10 forever but this year the costs have forced us to raise the price to 
$12 for adults.   
 

Larry Doll will be making beans this year.  We hear best in the country!!!  You will need to come check them 
out. 
 

The Douglas County Pork Producers will once again be cooking the pork chops for us. 
 

At the Annual Meeting there was a Camp Fund established to help all those who want to go to camp.  The 
Council has voted to use the proceeds from the Pork Chop Dinner for Esther to go to the Camp Fund.   
ANOTHER WAY YOU CAN SUPPORT OUR YOUTH CAMP FUND!! 
 
Thanks… 
 Larry Doll and Luella Thom … Committee Members from Esther.
 
 
 

 
 
 
     Open House Graduation Party 
          for Danny Townsend 
 
               Saturday, June 4th  
           Alexandria Shooting Park 
                6527 Co. Road 87 
        3:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VBS dates for Esther are Sunday, 
June 12th  – Wednesday, June 15th. VBS will 
be held from 5:30 -8 pm each evening. 
Luther Crest staff is able to be with us again 
and is charge of the programming.  
Look for the registration form included in 
this newsletter.  

 
 
 
 



VBS 
Please join us for VBS!! 

Sunday, June 12 – Wednesday, June 15 

5:30 – 8:00pm with supper provided 
Luther Crest staff are once again able to come out to Esther Lutheran to share God’s love with us!!  We 

are SO excited to welcome them back to work with our amazing kids! 

 

One change that Luther Crest is now implementing is that I provide a full list of VBS students along with 
the grade level they just completed in the 2021-2022 school year.  They need that list by Friday, June 

3, 2022.  The price per child has also increased to $90.00 per VBS child (grade K-6).  If possible, please 
send $10.00 in with your child’s registration (family maximum of $20.00).  Our Sunday School account 

will be able to cover the remaining costs for each child. 

Please fill out the form below and return it to one of the following: Esther Sunday School, the church 
office, or Bill Wagner at Parkers Elementary.   

 

 

Child’s Name   _________________________________  

Grade child just completed in 2021-2022:    PreK     K        1        2        3        4       5        6  

Parent’s name _________________________________ 

Parent’s phone number _________________________________ 

Parent signature  __________________________________________ 

Allergies (food or other):  ___________________________________ 

Please include the $10 deposit if you are able to.  Thank you!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Esther Lutheran Church 
11019 625th Ave. 
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Knowing Christ-Making Christ Known through Faith,Hope and Love” 



May 2022 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 

   
  

7 

 

8 Mother’s Day 
8:30 am WELCA 
9 am Sunday School – last day 
10 am Worship 
SS Kids Sing 
Noisy Offering 
Presentation SPARKS Bibles 

9 10 11 Confirmation 
6 pm Potluck Supper 
6:30 -8 pm Class 
 
Last Class until Fall 
 
 

12 13 14 

15 
9 am Reception for Graduates 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Recognition of Graduates 
2 pm St. Williams 
 
 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 
10 am Worship 
  
2 pm St. Williams (Pastor Stout) 

23 24 25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams 
                    (Pastor Schwarz) 
 

30 

 

31   
  



 


