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What is a (Women’s) Lectionary? 
 
 
To begin with . . . a lectionary is a list of readings from Scripture. And each reading is selected to be 
used during worship on a given Sunday (typically). 
 
Recent history suggests that the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle of readings, has its 
roots in the liturgical reforms of the Catholic Church’s Vatican II council of 1962-1965 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lectionary, accessed June 2, 2022) and their 1969 three-year lectionary. 
 
As one might imagine, a lot has changed since 1969. On November 22, 1970, Elizabeth Platz was 
ordained in the Lutheran Church in America (which later became part of the ELCA). She has the 
distinction of being the first woman ordained by a Lutheran body in North America. 
 
Now in our synod, four out of ten congregations are led by women as of 2020.  
 
So, as more and more women have entered not only ordained ministry, there has also been an 
increase in the number of women who’ve become theologians and teachers in the church.  
 
One such woman is Dr. Gafney who is a Hebrew scholar, former Army Chaplain and Episcopal priest 
who writes this way when discussing gender,  
 
“Gender matters. Gender matters in the [biblical] text, in the world, in the world of the [biblical] text, 
and in the world of the translator [like myself]. Gender matters to me and to countless women hearers 
and readers of the biblical text for whom it is Scripture . . . 
 
And gender matters to men. Gender matters to hearers and readers of the Scriptures who are 
privileged to share the gender of the dominant portrayal of God, the majority of biblical characters, the 
majority of biblical characters who have speaking parts, the majority of translators of biblical texts, 
and the majority of interpreters of biblical texts.” (A Woman’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, xx). 
                       
In other words, through history, gender matters because those that hear and read the biblical texts fall 
into one of two categories: 1) those that are privileged to see themselves represented in the biblical 
stories told and 2) those that have a harder time seeing and hearing themselves portrayed in the 
biblical stories each Sunday.  
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In an attempt remedy the latter, a Women’s Lectionary has been developed to lift up those stories in 
the biblical texts where, “explicit language for female persons [was used]” (ibid., xvi) while also 
prioritizing, “passages in which women and girls are present whether named or not, [and] whether 
speaking or not” (ibid).   
 
So, this summer we’ll be using a Women’s Lectionary while bearing in mind that whether we’re 
privileged to see ourselves in the biblical stories, or not, each and every one of us is not only a child 
of God, but we were created in God’s image.  
 
As we hear in Genesis, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness” (Gen. 1:26, 
ibid., 133). 
 
 
Pr. Scott 
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June Worship Assignments 

Ushers: David Arvidson, Jim Arvidson 
Lay Reader: Nancy Bunde 
Altar Guild: Linda Arvidson 
Communion Assistant: Linda Arvidson 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Jim & Linda Arvidson 

      Dave & Mandy Arvidson 
      Rick & Marcia Guenther 

                                          Ryan & Amber Ness 
                                          Dennis & Gloria Rosenquist 
Birthday Card Sender:   Nancy Bunde 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Lorraine Truax   Cindy Skoglund  

Gloria Rosenquist  Jerry & Yuvonne Anderson   

Russ Beireis 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Rozanne Chamberlain  

 

For the Ukrainian people, their leaders and those defending them. 

For all those who mourn the loss of loved ones due to gun violence, especially the people of Uvalde, Texas 

Members of our local communities recovering from the recent devastating storms 

Nolan and Kirsten Hart on their recent marriage 

 



June Birthdays  
06/01 Jack Olson  
06/01 Al Pederson  
06/02 Darwin Hart  
06/02 Amber Ness  
06/03 Kilen Klimek  
06/04 Adam Grabow  
06/06 Rebecca Orth  
06/08 Kayla Thoennes  
06/09 Rachel Denny  
06/12 Wilbur Burquest  
06/13 Aria Nordlund  
06/15 Devin Steele  
06/16 Michelle Moyle  
06/21 Lane Hagen  
06/23 Dominic Hart  
06/23 Scott Hart  
06/28 Rob Stanley  
06/29 Hailie Lenzen  
06/30 Bode Wagner 
 

July Birthdays 
07/01  Isaac Grabow 
07/01  Carl Moyle 
07/02 Sue Ellwanger 
07/03 Axel Vik 
07/05 Stan Sanvik 
07/07 Amy Jewell 
07/09 Rick Arvidson 
07/09 Nolan Lenzen 
07/12 Wesley Lorine 
07/13 Abby Burquest 
07/13 Deb Koep 
07/13 Angie Steele 
07/14 Sarah Bunde 
07/14 Brian Steele 
07/16 Gary Kreidler 
07/18 Becky Arvidson 
07/18 Nora Stanley 
07/18 Katlyn Velde 
07/20 Vicky Arvidson 
07/20 Kristy Fyhrie 
07/21 Cole Steele 
07/21 Jon Velde 
07/25 Linda Arvidson 
07/25 Mike Heiser 
07/25 Kad Wehking 
07/29 Hadlee Sanvk 
07/29 Hank Sanvik 
07/27 JoAnna Krueger 
07/30 Lorrie Pomeranz 
07/31 Mike Lage   07/31 Taya Arvidson 

 
 

 

 

 Offerings are up by $1,000 from the past 
year, but the checking account is at a 
negative $1,902.54  

 The church will be receiving $3,984.00 for 
damages to the roof and building from the 
May 12 storm. 

o There was mention of more possible 
damage to the building that will need 
to be addressed 

 Trees have been offered to the church to 
replace those lost in the storm. The council 
will have the cemetery board make that 
decision, as they will most likely have to 
care for the trees. 

 The council voted to match the funds that 
have been designated for the Tech Fund. 

 CSAH 71. Ottertail County has federal 
dollars to proceed with the project. 

o Council does not want this project to 
happen. 

o A delegation needs to be at the next 
county commissioner meeting.  

Playground Equipment 

The playground at the church was destroyed 
in the May 12th storm. An estimated cost for 
a good playground set is $3,00-$5,000.00 If 
anyone has a good playground set to donate 
or wants to donate to the purchase of a new 
one, please reach out to a council member. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The WELCA extends a huge “Thank You” to Jakki Wehking for the embroidery work on the 4 tie blankets for 
our senior graduates.  Timing was terrible with the storm damage at your house so we appreciate the time you 
took to get them done in time for the Senior Recognition Day. 

 

 

Thanks to the Farm Boys crew for the HUGE CLEANUP at Esther.  With more than 43 trees blown down in the 
storm on the Esther property on May 12, this was a gigantic amount of work.  Our congregation would have 
been working for months to get it completed.  That efficient crew handled the big job in a few days.  A 
devastation like this was hard to look at Esther, so it was great to see the majority of mess cleaned up so 

quickly.  

 

We also need to send a huge “THANK YOU” to the students from Parkers Prairie High School.  Several of 
them came out to pick up tree debris and garbage at Esther.  They filled 2 hay racks plus several garbage 
bags.  This was a huge help, especially for us older members.  With Memorial Day right around the corner and 

the never-ending rain we have had, this was very much needed so the yard could be mowed.   THANK 
YOU.   

 

 

 

 

 



High School Graduates  

On Sunday, May 15th we honored our high school 
graduates, Andrew Sansness, Emma Timm, Danny 
Townsend and Ty Lenzen. A cake and punch 
reception was served prior to worship. During 
worship the congregation learned of their future 
plans, and a tie blanket was given of the graduates 
along with the prayers and well wishes of the 
congregation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Oh, the places you will go! 

Dr. Seuss 
 

Cemetery Flowers 

You will notice there are flowers on the graves 
again that normally do not have any, especially up 
front.  We have put 28 out so far.  Dick and I have 
been doing this for the past few years to decorate 
those graves that normally do not get them. With 
the donations of flowers from the congregation, we 
put 62 flower arrangements on graves last year. Last 
year we also put wood stakes on the new ones to 
make it easier to put into the hard ground and make 
it easier to clip around and remove when necessary. 
It seems those from last year have disappeared, 
which were new flowers.   

Typically, we can get 3 or 4 years out of the flowers 
before they are faded from the sun and rain.  This 
year we have had to throw many of the old 
arrangements away.  The ones we are putting in this 
year are on wood stakes again.  If removing them, 
please put them in the containers in the storage 
room of the basement. 

We have noticed as we drive around how many 
cemeteries look beautiful with the flowers on 
them.  Hence, we started doing this at Esther.  The 
back part of the Esther cemetery does get quite a 
few flowers as it is many of our family members 
graves, we are all taking care of. 

Two years ago, I started spraying “Wet and Forget 
It” on some of the extremely black or green 
stones.  Some people from out of town were 
recently there putting flowers on their families’ 
graves.  She questioned if knew how it was so 
white.  One of their stones was a white one.  She 
said the stone has not looked as nice for many 
years.  It is working…. It just takes time…rain and 
wind. 

 

Luella & Dick Thom 

 

 



Polka Service & Ice Cream Social 

July 31st is slated to be a big day at Esther.  We will 
host a polka music-based worship service at 11:00 
am with the Cathy Erickson Band from Middle 
River, MN.  
 

The Ice Cream Social will start at 12:00 noon.   
 

The WELCA will again be organizing the Ice 
Cream Social; but will need many hands to make 
this work.  The Naomi Circle makes ice cream, 
Martha Circle serves the social, Ruth Circle will 
take care of the advertising.  
 
Our Esther members have heard from several non-
members that have heard about it already and are 
anxious to attend. 
 
Planning is in the works; we hope everyone will be 
able to help as needed.  It takes all of us to make 
something like this successful.   
 
The next planning meeting will be on Monday, June 
6th at 6:30 pm. All members of the congregation are 
invited and are welcome to attend.  
 
 

 
The youth of Esther are selling stock as a fundraiser 
for their trip to Kentucky to see the Ark Encounter 
& other attractions. 
  

Stock cost is $10 per stock, you may buy as many 
stock as you would like. You can indicate on the 
stock form if you would like to support the entire 
group or a specific individual. 
  
As a stockholder you are entitled to: 

 Access to our facebook page which will 
have daily pictures and updates during our 
trip 

 Receipt of a postcard or communication 
during the trip 

 Invitation to a presentation of the trip by our 
youth followed by fellowship time with 
treats provided 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Please update your directory for the Ben Arvidson 
family. 

Ben & Veronica Arvidson 
716 11th Avenue south 
Alexandria, MN 56308 
 

 

 

PORK CHOP DINNER. JULY 15th 

The Pork Chop Dinner, a joint fundraiser with Faith 
Lutheran in Miltona, will be held on Friday, July 
15th at Faith in Miltona. The Esther portion of the 
funds have been designated to the new Esther Camp 
& Spiritual Growth Fund.  
 
Please make sure this is on your calendar.  There 
are sign-up sheets in the Narthex for the times of 
your choice.  Sign up early to get the time you 
desire!!  Also, there are posters we would 
appreciate you grabbing some and hanging them up 
wherever you go.  Keep some in your vehicle to 
hang up if you do not see one wherever you 
venture. 
 
Will be serving from 4:30 to 7:30 and will need 10 
pans of bars from each church. 
 
 
 



WELCA  

Our monthly meeting was held May 8th at 8:30 am.  We had 5 WELCA members in attendance. 
 
We have $ 1665.99 in our checking account.  With $ 7,046.96 in our memorial savings account, we still have 
not received the invoice for the cupboards installed in the kitchen.  We will need to pay for them from this 
account as soon as received. 
 
Important dates:   
September 16 & 17 SWO Convention at Bethlehem Lutheran in Fergus Falls. 
 It is the responsibility of Conference 7 & 8 to help host this convention.  We will be  
                   needing help.  If you can help during those times, please let Sue or Luella know  
                   as we were currently coerced to be on the planning committee. 
July 15: Pork Chop Dinner at Faith 
July 31: Polka Service and Ice Cream Social 
August 1: Quilt and crafts submitted … Donna Pederson making a quilt for us to donate 
August 23-26:  Luther Crest Auction .. online 
 
When we get the new cabinet made for kitchen, Yuvonne Anderson will take the old table sitting there. 
 
Conference 8 Spring Gathering was held at Shalom in Alexandria on April 28.  There were 68 WELCA 
members there.  We had 61 at our fall one.  Our Esther WELCA donated 10 quilts as well as $100 worth of 
toiletries for them. 
 
This was the Thank You sent from Someplace Safe.  The donation value for that day was over 
 $ 2,200. 
 
To Our Friends at Shalom Lutheran Church & WELCA, I’m not sure that a thank you note is enough for the 
outpouring of generosity to Someplace Safe, our clients and to me personally an Advocate! You all were so 
welcoming to me when I presented and for that I am so grateful! And then came the financial donations, the 
overwhelming bounty of donations of the “things” that are needed so badly by our sisters & brothers that 
we serve. The amazing quilts! Please know that these items are so very much appreciated! Thank you!  
                         Leigh Nelson, Crime Victim Advocate 
 
Interesting facts from Someplace Safe… last year … 2021 … they assisted 584 people in Douglas County. 
Each time they help them whether a phone call, visit, picking them up; it is considered a “touch”.  There were 
8,080 “touches” helping those 584 people. 
 
We researched funeral palls for urns.  We had narrowed down the selections to 2 in previous meetings.  This 
meeting we decided to purchase one.  We now have the funeral pall to use for a funeral using cremation.   
 
May 15th was the Senior Recognition Day at church.  We gave the tie blankets we had made to Danny 
Townsend, Andrew Sansness, Emma Timm, and Ty Lenzen.  The Martha Circle served cake, coffee, punch, 
nuts, and mints. 
 
Meeting for July 31st will be May 25th at 6:30 … please plan to attend.  Members from all circles should be in 
attendance. Next planning meeting June 6th at 6:30 pm 
 
Next regular meeting will be June 12th at 8:30 am. 

Luella Thom, President



June 2022 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

5 

10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Lee) 
 

 

6 6:30 pm 
Polka 
Worship/Ice 
Cream Social 
Planning 

7 8 9 10 11 

 

12 
8:30 am WELCA 
10 am Worship 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 
5:30 -8 pm VBS 

13 
 
 
 
5:30 -8 pm 
VBS 

14 
 
 
 
5:30 -8 pm VBS 

15 
 
 
 
5:30 -8 pm VBS 

16 17 18 

19 Father’s Day 
 
9:15 am Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 
 
 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 
 
10 am Worship 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr.Hoecker) 
  

27 

6 pm Worship 
Committee 

28 29 

 

30 

 

July 1 July 2 

 
July 3 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. 
Bovendam) 
 

July 4 

 

July 5 July 6 

7 pm Council 
Meeting 

 
  



Esther Lutheran Church 
11019 625th Ave. 
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