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Roe v. Wade 
 
 
The Lutheran church has a social statement that speaks to abortion and asserts that our unity in 
Christ (through faith) gives us the freedom and the obligation to engage in serious deliberation around 
moral matters. 
 
The statement continues, “Induced abortion, the act of intentionally terminating a developing life in the 
womb, is one of the issues about which members of the ELCA have serious differences . . .  
 
Differences hold promise or peril. Our differences are deep and potentially divisive. However, they are 
also a gift that can lead us into constructive conversation about our faith and its implications for our 
life in the world . . . If we are to take our differences seriously, we must learn to talk about them in 
ways that do justice to our diversity.  
 
The language used in discussing abortion should ignore neither the value of unborn life nor the value 
of the woman and her other relationships. It should neither obscure the moral seriousness of the 
decision faced by the woman nor hide the moral value of the newly conceived life.  
 
Nor is it helpful to use the language of ‘rights’ in absolute ways that imply no other significant moral 
claims intrude. A developing life in the womb does not have an absolute right to be born, nor does a 
pregnant woman have an absolute right to terminate a pregnancy.  
 
The concern for both the life of the woman and the developing life in her womb expresses a common 
commitment to life. This requires that we move beyond the usual ‘pro-life’ versus ‘pro-choice’ 
language used in discussing abortion . . .  
 
Because we believe that God is the creator of life, the numbers of induced abortions is a source of 
deep concern to this church . . . The strong Christian presumption is to preserve and protect life. 
Abortion ought to be an option only of last resort. Therefore, as a church we seek to reduce the need 
to turn to abortion as the answer to unintended pregnancies. 
 
We also deplore the circumstances that lead a woman to consider abortion as the best option 
available to her. We are moved particularly by the anguish of women who face unwanted pregnancies 
alone. The panic and isolation of such pregnancies, even in the best of circumstances, can be 
traumatic. Poverty, lack of supportive relationships, immaturity, oppressive social realities, sexism, 
and racism can intensify her sense of powerlessness. The prospect of having and caring for a child 
can seem overwhelming. 
 



We confess our sin as a community of faith. We often have fallen short in respecting God’s gift of life 
and in providing conditions more conducive for bringing new life into the world. 
 
As a community of faith . . . We are committed to supporting those who face problematic pregnancies 
in ways that effectively address their immediate as well as long-term needs . . .  
 
Our ministry of hospitality to all people ought to include women who have had abortions, women who 
are considering abortions, children, families, and those who bear and raise children under all kinds of 
circumstances . . .  
 
In keeping with our commitment to become communities that are truly life-affirming, this church 
challenges the following life-degrading attitudes that permeate the prevailing culture and may 
contribute to the high incidence of abortion . . .  
 
This church recognizes that there can be sound reasons for ending a pregnancy through induced 
abortion . . . In reflecting ethically on what should be done . . .consideration should be given to the 
status and condition of the life in the womb. We also need to consider the conditions under which the 
pregnancy occurred and the implications of the pregnancy for the woman’s life . . . 
 
The position of this church is that, in cases where the life of the mother is threatened, where 
pregnancy results from rape or incest, or where the embryo or fetus has lethal abnormalities 
incompatible with life, abortion prior to viability should not be prohibited by law . . . On the other hand, 
this church supports legislation that prohibits abortions that are performed after the fetus is 
determined to be viable, except when the mother’s life is threatened or when lethal abnormalities 
indicate the prospective newborn will die very soon. Beyond these situations, this church neither 
supports nor opposes laws prohibiting abortion.” (ELCA Abortion Policy Statement, 1991). 
 
If you’d like to read this statement in full, I encourage you to google ELCA Statement on Abortion. I 
also commend to you Presiding Bishop Eaton’s Pastoral message on abortion 
(https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8141, accessed 1 Jul 2022). 
 
I’ll close with the words from my devotion this morning (as I write this) based on Ephesians 2:11-13, 
“We seem to be better at identifying those who are not a part of us rather than including those who 
should be a part of the family of God. We seem good at making distinctions between ourselves and 
others - Catholics and Protestants, evangelicals and charismatics, liberationists and conservatives - 
with the implication that we are better than the others. Yet finally it does not matter what . . . Labels 
we wear. The central issue is whether we are responding to what God says in truth, love, and unity.” 
(Seize the Day with Dietrich Bonhoeffer by Charles Ringma, July 1). 
 
 
Pr. Scott 
 

 

Pastor Scott will be away Wednesday, July 20th – Friday, July 29th. Pastor Rachel Stout will be providing 
pastoral care. Pastor Stout’s cell: 218-640-5587. 
 
 

 



In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Lorraine Truax   Cindy Skoglund  

Gloria Rosenquist  Jerry & Yuvonne Anderson  

Bill Wagner  

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

The family and friends of:  

+ Rozanne Chamberlain 
 
 

For the Ukrainian people, their leaders and those defending them. 

For all those who mourn the loss of loved ones due to gun violence. 

Members of our local communities recovering from the recent devastating storms. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

July Worship Assignments 

Ushers: Mike Lage 
Lay Reader: Jewel Townsend 
Altar Guild: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Jewel Townsend 
Acolytes: July 17: Colby Schlosser  July 24: Isaiah Schlosser, July 31: Peyton Skoglund 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Sue Ellwanger 

      Dawn Kreidler 
      Hunter & Kat McDaniel 

                                          Bill & Karin Wagner 
Birthday Card Sender:   Cindy Skoglund 
 

 



July Birthdays 
07/01  Isaac Grabow 
07/01  Carl Moyle 
07/02 Sue Ellwanger 
07/03 Axel Vik 
07/05 Stan Sanvik 
07/07 Amy Jewell 
07/09 Rick Arvidson 
07/09 Nolan Lenzen 
07/12 Wesley Lorine 
07/13 Abby Burquest 
07/13 Deb Koep 
07/13 Angie Steele 
07/14 Sarah Bunde 
07/14 Brian Steele 
07/16 Gary Kreidler 
07/18 Becky Arvidson 
07/18 Nora Stanley 
07/18 Katlyn Velde 
07/20 Vicky Arvidson 
07/20 Kristy Fyhrie 
07/21 Cole Steele 
07/21 Jon Velde 
07/25 Linda Arvidson 
07/25 Mike Heiser 
07/25 Kad Wehking 
07/29 Hadlee Sanvk 
07/29 Hank Sanvik 
07/27 JoAnna Krueger 
07/30 Lorrie Pomeranz 
07/31 Mike Lage    
07/31 Taya Arvidson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The playground at the church was destroyed in the 
May 12th storm. An estimated cost for a good 
playground set is $3,00-$5,000.00 If anyone has a 
good playground set to donate or wants to donate to 
the purchase of a new one, please reach out to a 
council member. 

 

August Birthdays  

08/01 Tiffany Orsello     
08/04 Dave Bunde   
08/05 Terry Sather   
08/06 Eugene Arvidson  
08/07 Evan Lenzen   
08/08 Landen Nistler   
08/10 Brianna Skoglund  
08/12 Samara Price   
08/13 Nathan Arvidson  
08/14 Todd Wunderlich  
08/16 Eliza Krueger   
08/17 Addison McCarty  
08/18 Bev Arvidson   
08/18 Oliver Sanvik   
08/20 Colleen Burquest  
08/22 Donna Pederson 
08/23 Deanna Vik  
08/24 Vincent Orsello   
08/29 Jacob Bunde   
08/29 Cora Schlosser  

 
 

 

June 2022 

Beginning Balance 06/01/2022               1,860.61 
Deposits                                                14,797.92 
Disbursements                                       11,411.15 
 
Checkbook Balance 06/30/2022           5,247.38 

 
Contributions needed to date based on budget 

Budgeted Contributions     45,933.50 
Actual Contributions                              61,620.00 
Budget Shortfall                                   (- 15,686.50) 
 
 
 



Vacation Bible School at Esther 

What a FANTASTIC week of VBS!! We had 42 kids in PreK – 6th grade that joined us for part or all of the 
evenings. HUGE thank you to the super fun Luther Crest staff, Sue Ellwanger (for her Thrivent dollars 
donation) and her kitchen crew-Linda Arvidson, Deb Koep, Rachel Denny and Megan Blomgren. PreK teacher 
Anya Wagner (and Mandy Arvidson). Parents and others who stayed to help and volunteer, parents and 
members of Esther who provided food and snacks, and to parents/grandparents/friends who brought kids to join 
us!!  We can’t make VBS happen without ALL of you!! I am looking forward to a great Sunday School year 

starting Sept. 11, 2022       Karin Wagner 

 

 

On our final evening, 25 of the Luther Crest Staff joined us for a delicious potluck supper and closing worship 
service.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 2022 

 

 

 



2022 LUTHER CREST ONLINE AUCTION 

TUESDAY, AUG 23  NOON - FRIDAY,  AUG 26 AT NOON 

ONLINE AUCTION WEBSITE WILL OPEN BY AUGUST 1! 

BIDD E R R EGIS T RA TIO N I S  N OW OP EN -  R EG IS T ER TO D AY !  

PL E AS E GO TO:  H TT PS: //WWW .LU TH E RCREST .OR G TO  RE GI STE R OR  FO R 

MO RE I NF OR MATIO N .  

 

 

Beautiful quilt made by Donna 
Pederson and quilted by her 
daughter, Heidi Sudbeck, which 
is being donated to the Luther 
Crest Quilt auction. 

 

Thank you, Donna and Heidi! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Polka Worship Service and Ice Cream Social 

 

Sunday July 31st we will holding a Polka Worship Service at Esther. 

Worship will be at 11:00 AM. The Cathy Erickson Band from Middle River will be providing music for the 
service. We plan on holding the service outside that day, weather permitting. There will tents set up and chairs 
set up, but you are welcome to bring your own seating.  

Following the worship service, our annual ice cream social will begin. The ice cream social will run from 
noon – 5:00 PM. 

We will need all members of the congregation to help make this a success.  Set up will be Saturday at 9:00 
AM for tents, etc.  Sunday morning set up is 7:00 AM.   

There will be one more “do we have everything covered” meeting to make sure we have everything covered on 
Monday, July 25 at 6:30 PM. 

Below is recipe for the custard for ice cream. Please make your custards on Thursday the 28th. 

Esther L.C.W. Custard for Ice Cream 

6 eggs, beat lightly in a glass bowl. 

Mix in a separate bowl:  2 cups sugar 

          ½ teaspoon salt 

    3 Tablespoons flour 

4 cups milk 

 

Added at the church:  1 1/3-quart whipping cream 

     1 Tablespoon vanilla 

Beat 6 eggs lightly with a whisk in a large glass bowl. Add the sugar/flour mixture alternatively with 
the milk and eggs whisking together well. Place the glass bowl in the microwave. Set minutes for 15. 
Whisk every 2-3 minutes until the mixture coats a spoon or becomes the consistency of pudding. 
(May take more/less than 15 minutes depending on the microwave. 

CHILL!! 

(Take the chilled custard to church at this point.) Mix the chilled custard with 1 1/3 quarts of whipping 
cream and vanilla. Churn/freeze in an ice cream maker. Serve with toppings. Freeze in freezer 
containers. 

 

 

 



You are cordially invited to attend the   

Eagle Scout   

Court of Honor   
for   

Daniel Townsend  

Thursday, July 28, 2022  

6:30 PM  
Smokey Timbers Camp  

15567 Smokey Timbers Rd NW  
Miltona, MN 56354  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCA Information 

 

Checking Account Balance $686.05 

Savings/Memorial Fund $1,665.99 

 

NW MN SWO Convention September 16th and 17th at Bethlehem Lutheran Fergus Falls 

We are looking for someone to attend the convention as a voting member from Esther Lutheran. The expenses 
for you to attend this convention will be paid by our WELCA group. Dr. Jacqueline Bussie from Collegeville 
Institute is the keynote speaker. The theme is “Love One Another”.  

If you are interested in attending, please contact Luella Thom or Sue Ellwanger.  

 

 



Esther Lutheran Church 
11019 625th Ave. 
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Knowing Christ-Making Christ Known through Faith,Hope and Love” 

 



July 2022 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

17 

10 am Worship w/Communion 
Birthday Fellowship 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Schwarz) 
 

18 19 

 
 

20 
 
 
Pastor Away 

21 

 

Pastor Away 

22 
 
 
 
Pastor Away 

23 

 

Pastor Away 

24 
 
10 am Worship 
 
 
 
Pastor Away 

25 
6:30 pm Planning for 
Polka worship and Ice 
Cream Social 
 
Pastor Away 

26 
 
 
 
Pastor Away 

27 
 
 
 
Pastor Away 

28 
 
 
 
Pastor Away 

29 
 
 
 
Pastor Away 

30 
 
9am Set up for Polka 
Worship Service 

31 
11 am Polka Worship 
Service 
 

Noon -5 pm Ice Cream 
Social 
 2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Brown) 

August 1 

2022 

August 2 August 3 

Tentative - Council 
Meeting 

August 4 August 5 August 6 

Parkers Prairie Fall 
Festival Bingo 

August 7 
 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
 
Fall Festival Bingo 
 
No service at St. Williams 

August 8 August 9 August 10 

 

August 11 

 

August 12 August 13 

August 14 
 
8:30 am WELCA 
10 am Worship 
2 pm St. Williams 
 (Pr. Bovendam) 
 

August 15 

 

August 16 August 17 August 18 August 19 August 20 


