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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 



Esther Lutheran Church 
11019 625th Ave. 
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Knowing Christ-Making Christ Known through Faith,Hope and Love” 
 



ESTHER LUTHERAN NEWSLETTER     October 2022 
“Knowing Christ – Making Christ Known Through Faith, Hope and Love.” 

11019 625th Ave – Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 218-338-2171  

  email: esther@arvig.net  Website: www.estherlutheran.com 
Pastor Scott Hoecker - Pastor email: prscott@estherlutheran.net  Cell: (218) 355-0187 

 
 
 
 

Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 



Esther Lutheran Church 
11019 625th Ave. 
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Knowing Christ-Making Christ Known through Faith,Hope and Love” 
 



ESTHER LUTHERAN NEWSLETTER     October 2022 
“Knowing Christ – Making Christ Known Through Faith, Hope and Love.” 

11019 625th Ave – Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 218-338-2171  

  email: esther@arvig.net  Website: www.estherlutheran.com 
Pastor Scott Hoecker - Pastor email: prscott@estherlutheran.net  Cell: (218) 355-0187 

 
 
 
 

Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 
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Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
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10/04 Chase Stueve   
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Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
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10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
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2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
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Confirmation 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
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 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 





October 2022 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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“Knowing Christ-Making Christ Known through Faith,Hope and Love” 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 





October 2022 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 
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Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
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10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
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John Skoglund  11/03 
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 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
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 Trent Hagen  11/09 
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Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
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NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
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23 
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10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 
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Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
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Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
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10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  
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 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
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 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
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 Dan Klimek  11/20 
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 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
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Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 
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Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 
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Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 
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Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
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took the time to acknowledge 
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enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
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Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 
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Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 
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Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
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10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
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10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
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John Skoglund  11/03 
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 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
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 Trent Hagen  11/09 
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 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 





October 2022 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 
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Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 
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We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
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October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
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November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
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November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 
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These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
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22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 



Esther Lutheran Church 
11019 625th Ave. 
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Knowing Christ-Making Christ Known through Faith,Hope and Love” 
 



ESTHER LUTHERAN NEWSLETTER     October 2022 
“Knowing Christ – Making Christ Known Through Faith, Hope and Love.” 

11019 625th Ave – Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 218-338-2171  

  email: esther@arvig.net  Website: www.estherlutheran.com 
Pastor Scott Hoecker - Pastor email: prscott@estherlutheran.net  Cell: (218) 355-0187 

 
 
 
 

Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
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23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
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9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 
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Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
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Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
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Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
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service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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Natural Disasters 
 
As I write this, Hurricane Ian has torn through Florida and is now in the Carolinas. I had the chance to talk with 
my roommate, John, from seminary (who lives in Florida) and he and his spouse decided to ride out the storm. 
Fortunately, they only had branches and trees down in their neighborhood - the storm surge missed them.  
 
John said that the days leading up to the hurricane making landfall were akin to being stalked by a big, huge 
turtle. You keep waiting and waiting for it to strike for what ultimately feels like an eternity. And when it does 
hit, it moves through the area slowly and methodically - ripping up everything in sight. Leaving only a war-torn 
landscape in its wake. 
 
Then, after the turtle moved on to other parts of the state, John said how weird it was to thank God for being 
spared when at the same time, his fellow citizens seventy-five miles to the south were not so lucky - having 
borne the brunt of the turtle’s wrath.  
 
So, how are we to make sense of natural disasters? And how do we make sense of some being spared the 
devastating effects of a natural disaster and some not? 
 
What if God created a world that wasn’t risk free? In other words, there’s an element of chance where some are 
spared the turtle’s wrath and others were not as lucky. As it says in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “Time and chance happen 
to them all.” So, even the Bible acknowledges that there’s an element of chance built into the fabric of creation.  
 
Clearly, some have died due to chance at the hands of that turtle - through no fault of their own like the wisdom 
saying from Ecclesiastes above. It’s at times like these that we lament their deaths. Death due to chance makes 
no sense. It’s so random. Yet, it occurs. All we can do is cry out to God, like Job, after disaster struck his 
household.  
 
When his friends showed up and just sat quietly with Job they were adopting a humble posture that listened to 
the grieving and lamenting Job.  
 
The one suffering is the wise person in the room. They often have something to teach the rest of us. Perhaps 
they can point out the fragility of life and the importance of being present in the moment for there may be a 
turtle around the corner. Whether that turtle comes in the form of a natural disaster or another form of disaster 
like the loss of a job or a friend or a pet. Chance happens to us all.  
 
And when it does, we cry out to God. Our laments will not fall on deaf ears. For God created a world that 
includes an element of risk or chance. So, when our friends are spared - we thank God. And for those that 
weren’t as lucky, we lament their loss. 
 
Pr. Scott 



 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joan Arvidson   Colleen & Wilbur Burquest 

Kristy Fyhrie    Mike Heiser 

Bill Wagner   Cindy Skoglund  

Jerry Anderson                        Trent Hagen 

Gloria Rosenquist   

Wes Hoyhtya – friend of Dick & Luella Thom 

Bruce Miller -father of Karin Wagner 

Cindy Rachuy - sister of Dawn Kreidler 

Doug Tvedt – brother of Joan Burquest 

 

Family and Friends of: 

+ Lorraine Truax 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in October 
 
Organist: Marcia Guenther, Brad Lambrecht 
Lay Reader: Luella Thom 
Ushers: David Arvidson, Michael Lorine 
Acolytes: Emma Arvidson, Sydney Lorine  
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Communion Assistant: Luella Thom 
Birthday Sunday Hosts: Brady Arvidson 
          Mark & Laurie Ratajesak 
                                           Mike & Jewel Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



October Birthdays 
10/03 Joan Burquest   
10/04 Chase Stueve   
10/07 Dexter Pomeranz  
10/07 Seth Sansness   
10/07 Elora Wagner   
10/07 Jakki Wehking  
10/11 Jewel Townsend  
10/12 Brolin McPhail  
10/13 Cade Klimek 
10/15 Megan Higgs   
10/18 Veronica Arvidson  
10/19 Yuvonne Anderson  
10/19 Nancy Hendershot  
10/25 Karin Wagner   
10/27 Susan Hart   
10/31 Terri Grinager  

 
 
 
November Birthdays 
 
John Skoglund  11/03 

 Sharon Carlson 11/05 
 Wyatt Arvidson 11/06 
 Steve Dobratz  11/06 
 Amy Stanley  11/07  
 Tessa Arvidson 11/07 
 Trent Hagen  11/09 
 Bob Aldrich  11/10 
 Kayla Lorine  11/10 
 Nolan Hart  11/19 
 Ricky Hart  11/19 
 Dan Klimek  11/20 
 Pat Wambeke  11/20 
 Lacey Carlson  11/21 
 Allen Nordlund 11/21 
 Ryan Hart  11/23 
 Sabrina Aldrich 11/26 
 Autumn Dobratz 11/29 
 

 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to acknowledge 
my 90th birthday. I really 
enjoyed all the cards, calls, 
and visits. 
  
Audrey Arvidson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Meeting 

 A congregational meeting has been called for 
Sunday October 23,2022 to gather input from the 
congregation on how to fix the ceiling in the altar 
area. The three main options are:  

 tongue and groove 
  lath and plaster 
 sheetrock.  
We are looking for feedback so if you cannot 
make it to the meeting on October 23rd, please 
send your feedback to a church council member. 

 
 

Financial Update as of Sept. 30, 2022 
 

Financial Contributions 
Actual  66,894.00 
Budgeted 92,430.00 
Shortfall -25,536.00   

 
 
 



Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 
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Confirmation Class meets on Wednesday evenings 
We will be having a meal at 6 pm, followed by class 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. On the first Wednesday of the 
month class ends at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
October and November Serving Schedule 
 
October 5: Arewen Dobratz family 
 
October 12: NO Class 
 
October 19: MEA NO Class 
 
October 26: Doll (Rylee) family 
 
 
November 2: Landon Nistler family 
 
November 8: Colby Schlosser family 
 
November 16: Peyton Skoglund family 
 
November 23: NO Class – attend a Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service with your family 
 
November 30: Mentor Potluck and dinner worship 

Food provided by confirmation families 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Class 
These students will meet following worship on 
October 9, October 16. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism – Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 30th for Evy Grinager and Isaiah 
Schlosser 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd Annual Domestic Violence Luncheon is 
Wednesday, October 19th 11:45 to 1:00 at 
Arrowwood.  Please let Luella know if you are 
interested in going.  We have had a table for Esther 
at this event for many years.  Tickets are $20 
each.  Domestic Violence was up in Minnesota 
again this past year …there were 26 victims. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On October 16th, we will not be streaming our 
service on Face Book live. The youth of the 
congregation will be leading worship that morning, 
so please plan on attending in person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCA News 

 
September was a busy month for WELCA.   
 
September 16 & 17 was the Annual Convention held at Bethlehem in Fergus Falls.  I was on the Planning 
Committee this year as the Registrar and Sue Ellwanger was in charge of the worship services.  Nancy Bunde 
was our voting member this year.   Lots of planning goes into these meetings.  We had a total of 107 people 
attend this year … only 24 voting members.  This was a very low number. 
 
The main speaker, Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, was an excellent speaker.  Her talk on Saturday afternoon was on 
Grief.  How we all go through it, how we respond, how things we say can be very hurtful.  Her husband died 
suddenly September 1, 2021 at 52 while walking on their vacation in Iceland.  The audience participation was 
terrific and enlightening. With many of the attendees being older, many had already lost a spouse.  We bought a 
couple of her books for us to use for some Bible Study and if anyone wants to read them. 
 
Sue had written a resolution, whereas the WELCA set up a fund to give a stipend to women studying in the 
ministry. They can apply for it and use it as they need.  It was to acknowledge their hard work and dedication.  
Our Esther WELCA had voted to give $300 to start the fund in 2021.  We did not have an Annual Meeting in 
2021.  The resolution and monies were then held over until 2022.  That $300 was presented at the Annual 
Convention immediately following the passing of the resolution. 
 
Sue was voted as one of the 7 that will be attending the WELCA Triennial meeting in September of 2023 in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 
Nancy started a silent auction basket in 2021.  Many of us added items to it also.  It was like a home spa kit, 
devotion book, with a bottle of wine for relaxation.  Our basket was first one pulled where they actually 
auctioned it off. It brought $ 85, ended up being one of the highest. 
 
September 28th was the Conference 8 Fall Conference.  It was held at Faith in Eagle Bend, hosted by the 
Highway 71 churches, Faith in Eagle Bend, Good Shepherd in Clarissa, Zion in Browerville, and Calvarry of 
Little Sauk.  Cindy Skoglund, Nancy Bunde, Yuvonne Anderson, Sue Ellwanger, and myself attended.  There 
were only 44 attending this meeting. 
 
Verna (Cheney) Toenyan was the guest speaker.  Talked about how the Hilltop Regional Kitchen got started 
from the discussions at the Senior Center in Eagle Bend to where they make 12,122 meals a month now. There 
were many people that had to get involved and many grants written to make it happen.  Take a few minutes to 
pull up their website and see what they have to offer.  Lutheran Social Services is in charge of the cooking.  
Currently they have 17 volunteers.  If you are looking for something to do a day of the week, check it out.   
They also make and sell great cookies!!! 
 
We are waiting to hear where the Spring Conference meeting will be.  It possibly will be in Hoffman.  The 2023 
Fall Conference will be at First Lutheran in Alexandria.  They have not had a WELCA for a few years.  They 
are organizing their WELCA and said they will host in the fall of 2023. 
 
Our Esther WELCA meeting in September was mainly discussing the upcoming Annual Meeting and the Fall 
Conference meeting. 
 
We will meet again October at 8:30 AM.  See you then!! 
 
Luella Thom, President of the ESTHER WELCA 





October 2022 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 
  

  
1 
 

2 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Stout) 
 

3 4 5 Confirmation 
 
6 pm Meal (Arewen Dobratz 
family) 
7:30 pm Class ends 
7:30 pm Council  

6 7 8 

9 8:30 am WELCA 
 9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
Sunday School kids sing 
NOISY OFFERING 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. 
Schwarz) 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
NO Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16  9 am Sunday School 
 
9:30 Birthday Fellowship 
10 am Worship-youth led 
9th grade Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams 
(Pr.Hoecker) 

17 18 19 
 
NO Confirmation 
MEA Break 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
 
10 am Worship 
 
2 pm St. Williams (Pr. Lee) 
 

24 and 31 
------------------------------- 
Sunday Oct.30 
9 am S.S. 
10 am Worship w/Communion 
Affirmation of Baptism -
Confirmation 
2 pm St. Williams  (Pr. Brown) 

25 26 Confirmation 
6 pm Meal (Rylee) Doll family 
6:30 - 8 pm Class 

27 28 29 



Esther Lutheran Church 
11019 625th Ave. 
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Knowing Christ-Making Christ Known through Faith,Hope and Love” 
 


